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Even when he went out to fight, it was because the other party 
had showed enmity, had broken an agreement with the Muslims, or 
was preparing for an attack. So when a battle was inevitable, the 
Prophet was at the forefront, determined and strong. He sit was 
excellent both in his mercy towards people and in his preparations 
and planning for war. 

Of the many caravans that passed Al-Madinah or near to it, the 
Prophet would only intercept those caravans that belonged to the 
Quraish, for it was the leaders of the Quraish who started the 
economic war with the embargo in the Valley of Abu Talib; and it 
was they who seized the wealth of the Muslims that migrated to Al- 
Madinah. 
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Banu Qainuqa' 
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Say (O Muhammad s||) to those who disbelieve: "You will be 
defeated and gathered together to Hell, and worst indeed is 
that place of rest." 

(Qur'an 3: 12) 


fCJi jl O-iJ' -A4 .^O ' 0^ frV j* O Jj 


/ i. *s 


O you who believe! Take not as (your) Bitanah (advisors, 
consultants, protectors, helpers, friends) those outside your 
religion (pagans, Jews, Christians, and hypocrites) since they 
will not fail to do their best to corrupt you. They desire to harm 
you severely. Hatred has already appeared from their mouths, 
but what their breasts conceal is far worse. Indid We have 
made plain to you the Ayat (proofs. Verses, evidences) if you 
understand. 

(Qur'an 3: 118) 

When the Messenger of Allah arrived in Al-Madinah, he $$, made 
a peace pact with the Jewish tribes of Al-Madinah. There were two 
important conditions in that pact: 

1) The Jews would not help anyone that attacked the Muslims. 

2) If any enemy launched a surprise attack on Al-Madinah, the 
Jews would help the Muslims. 

But after many polytheists from the Quraish were killed in the Battle 
of Badr, the Jewish tribes of Al-Madinah openly proclaimed their 
hatred of the Muslims. They boasted that, "Muhammad has not 
faced anyone that knows how to fight. If we were to meet him in 
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battle, he would face fighting which (in its intensity and fierceness) 
no one else can come near to" 

After openly proclaiming their hatred, they began to ridicule the 
Muslims. Things went too far one day when a Muslim woman went 
to the marketplace of Banu Qainuqa', intending to sell some jewelry 
that she had with her. She sat down beside a jeweler from the Jewish 
Banu Qainuqa' tribe. That jeweler went behind her and tied the edge 
of her garment to her back, so that when she later stood, her private 
areas became exposed. While the jeweler and those with him began 
to laugh, she let out a scream. A Muslim man who was nearby 
jumped on the jeweler and killed him; then a group of Jews ganged 
up on the Muslim and killed him. 

It was in this manner that Banu Qainuqa' became the first of 
Madinah's Jewish tribes to break the pact that they all made with the 
Messenger of Allah After news of what happened in the 
marketplace of Banu Qainuqa' reached the Messenger of Allah *§§, 
he set out with his Companions and together they surrounded 
the tribe's fortresses, waiting for them to come out. The siege lasted 
for 15 nights, after which Banu Qainuqa' surrendered. Through the 
intercession of 'Abdullah ibn Ubai ibn Salul, they were not 
physically punished, but were instead expelled from Al-Madinah 
Al-Munawwarah. 


Ibn Hisham: 2/118 
Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah: 4/3 
At-Tabari: 2/481 
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The Battle Of Uhud 

(15th of Shawwal, 3 H) 
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And Allah did indeed fulfil His Promise to you when you were 
killing them (your enemy) with His Permission; until (the 
moment) you lost your courage and fell to disputing about the 
order, and disobeyed after He showed you (of the booty) 
which you love. Among you are some that desire this world 
and some that desire the Hereafter. Then He made you flee 
from them (your enemy), that He might test you. But surely. 
He forgave you, and Allah is Most Gracious to the believers. 

(Qur'an 3: 152) 

From the profits they made in their trade with peoples of other 
lands, the Quraish saved up to finance a war against the Muslims in 
Al-Madinah, a war of revenge for their humiliating defeat in the 
Battle of Badr (2 H). As the army of the Quraish approached for 
battle, the Messenger of Allah prepared a practically foolproof 
plan. He placed 50 archers on the 'Ainain Mountain (or the 
Mountain of the Archers), under the leadership of 'Abdullah ibn 
Jubair The mission of the archers was to kip Quraish's horsemen 
at bay. 

But it is often a single moment or false move that dictates the course 
of a battle. The Quraish was actually losing the battle in its earlier 
stages. But then most of the archers disobeyed the Prophet's 
command. He ^ had said to them, "Do not leave (your places) even 
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if you see us being killed, do not help us or defend us. For indeed, 
we will remain victorious as long as you stay or remain firm in 
your places." When the archers came down to share in the spoils, 
horsemen from the Quraish were able to come from behind, and the 
Muslims now had to fight on two fronts. The Quraish now achieved 
momentum and were able to achieve victory in the battle, yet they 
were not able to do a number of things: they couldn't completely 
destroy the Muslims that day; they couldn't put a stop to the 
Prophet's Da'wah, and so Islam continued to spread; and they 
couldn't open a way for their trade caravans that traveled to Ash- 
Sham. 

At the end of the Surat Al 'Imran are many Verses that describe the 
events that took place on the Day of Uhud: 
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If a good befalls you, it grieves them, but if some evil overtakes 
you, they rejoice at it. But if you remain patient and become Al- 
Muttaqun (the pious), not the least harm will their cunning do 
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to you. Surely, Allah surrounds all that they do. And 
(remember) when you (Muhammad jg|) left your household 
in the morning to post the believers at their stations for the 
battle (of Uhud). And Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower. When 
two parties from among you were about to lose heart, but 
Allah was their Wall (Supporter and Protector). And in Allah 
should the believers put their trust. And Allah has already 
made you victorious at Badr, when you were a weak little 
force. So fear Allah much that you may be grateful. 
(Remember) when you (Muhammad #|) said to the believers, 
"Is it not enough for you that your Lord (Allah) should help 
you with three thousand angels sent down? Yes, if you hold on 
to patience and piety, and the enemy comes rushing at you; 
your Lord will help you with five thousand angels having 
marks (of distinction)." Allah made it not but as a message of 
good news for you and as an assurance to your hearts. And 
there is no victory except from Allah, the All-Mighty, the All- 
Wise. That He might cut off a part of those who disbelieve, or 
expose them to infamy, so that they retire frustrated. Not for 
you (O Muhammad but for Allah) is the decision; whether 
He turns in mercy to (pardons) them or punishes them; verily, 
they are the Zdlimun (polytheists, wrong doers and the 
disobedient). And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens 
and all that is in the earth. He forgives whom He wills, and 
punishes whom He wills. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful. O you who believe! Eat not Riba doubled and 
multiplied, but fear Allah that you may be successful. And fear 
the Fire, which is prepared for the disbelievers. And obey 
Allah and the Messenger (Muhammad 5||) that you may obtain 
mercy. And march forth in the way (which leads) to 
forgiveness from your Lord, and for Paradise as wide as the 
heavens and the earth, prepared for Al-Muttaqun (the pious). 
Those who spend (in Allah's Cause) in prosperity and in 
adversity, who repress anger, and who pardon men; verily, 
Allah loves Al-Muhsiniin (the good-doers). And those who, 
when they have committed Fdhishah (great sins as illegal sexual 
intercourse) or wronged themselves with evil, remember Allah 
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and ask forgiveness for their sins; — and none can forgive sins 
but Allah — and do not persist in what (wrong) they have 
done, while they know. For such, the reward is forgiveness 
from their Lord, and Gardens with rivers flowing underneath 
(Paradise), wherein they shall abide forever. How excellent is 
this reward for the doers (who do righteous dids according to 
Allah's Orders). Many similar ways (and mishaps of life) were 
faced by nations (believers and disbelievers) that have passed 
away before you (as you have faced in the battle of Uhud), so 
travel through the earth, and see what was the end of those 
who disbelieved (in the Oneness of Allah, and disobeyed Him 
and His Messengers). This (the Qur'an) is a plain statement for 
mankind, a guidance and instruction to those who are Al- 
Muttaqun (the pious). So, do not become weak (against your 
enemy), nor be sad, and you will be superior (in victory) if you 
are indeed (true) believers. If a wound (or killing) has touched 
you, be assured a similar wound (or killing) has touched the 
others (disbelievers). And so are the days (good and not so 
good), that We give to men by turns, that Allah may test those 
who believe, and that He may take martyrs from among you. 
And Allah likes not the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong doers). 
And that Allah may test (or purify) the believers (from sins) 
and destroy the disbelievers. Or do you think that you will 
enter Paradise before Allah tests those of you who fought (in 
His Cause) and (also) tests those who are As-Sabirun (the 
patient)? And indeed you used to long for death (Ash-Shahadah 
— martyrdom) before you met it. Now you have seen it openly 
with your own eyes. And Muhammad (0) is no more than a 
Messenger, and indeed (many) Messengers have passed away 
before him. If he dies or is killed, will you then turn back on 
your heels (as disbelievers)? And he who turns back on his 
heels, not the least harm will he do to Allah; and Allah will 
give reward to those who are grateful. And no person can ever 
die except by Allah's Leave and at an appointed term. And 
whoever desires a reward in (this) world. We shall give him of 
it; and whoever desires a reward in the Hereafter, We shall 
give him thereof. And We shall reward the grateful. And many 
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a Prophet (i.e. many from amongst the Prophets) fought (in 
Allah's Cause) and along with whom (fought) large bands of 
religious learned men. But they never lost heart for that which 
did befall them in Allah's way, nor did they weaken nor 
degrade themselves. And Allah loves As-Sabirun (the patient). 
And they said nothing but: "Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and 
our transgressions (in keeping our duties to You), establish our 
feet firmly, and give us victory over the disbelieving folk." So 
Allah gave them the reward of this world, and the excellent 
reward of the Hereafter. And Allah loves Al-Muhsinun (the 
good-doers). O you who believe! If you obey those who 
disbelieve, they will send you back on your heels, and you will 
turn back (from Faith) as losers. Nay, Allah is your Maula 
(Patron, Lord, Helper, Protector), and He is the Best of helpers. 
We shall cast terror into the hearts of those who disbelieve, 
because they joined others in worship with Allah, for which He 
had sent no authority; their abode will be the Fire and how evil 
is the abode of the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong doers). And 
Allah did indeed fulfil His Promise to you when you were 
killing them (your enemy) with His Permission; until (the 
moment) you lost your courage and fell to disputing about the 
order, and disobeyed after He showed you (of the booty) 
which you love. Among you are some that desire this world 
and some that desire the Hereafter. Then He made you flee 
from them (your enemy), that He might test you. But surely, 
He forgave you, and Allah is Most Gracious to the believers. 
(And remember) when you ran away (dreadfully) without 
even casting a side glance at anyone, and the Messenger 
(Muhammad ^g) was in the rear calling you back. There did 
Allah give you one distress after another by way of requital to 
teach you not to grieve for that which had escaped you, nor for 
that which had befallen you. And Allah is Well-Aware of all 
that you do. Then after the distress, He sent down security 
upon you. Slumber overtook a party of you, while another 
party was thinking about themselves (as how to save their own 
selves, ignoring the others and the Prophet ^) and thought 
wrongly of Allah — the thought of ignorance. They said, 
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"Have we any part in the affair?" Say (O Muhammad #|): 
"Indeed the affair belongs wholly to Allah." They hide within 
themselves what they dare not reveal to you, saying: "If we 
had anything to do with the affair, none of us would have been 
killed here." Say: "Even if you had remained in your homes, 
those for whom death was decreed would certainly have gone 
forth to the place of their death," but that Allah might test 
what is in your breasts; and to purify that which was in your 
hearts (sins), and Allah is All-Knower of what is in (your) 
breasts. Those of you who turned back on the day the two 
hosts met (i.e. the battle of Uhud), it was Shaitan (Satan) who 
caused them to backslide (run away from the battlefield) 
because of some (sins) they had earned. But Allah, indeed, has 
forgiven them. Surely, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Forbear- 
ing. O you who believe! Be not like those who disbelieve 
(hypocrites) and who say about their brethren when they 
travel through the earth or go out to fight: "If they had stayed 
with us, they would not have died or been killed," so that 
Allah may make it a cause of regret in their hearts. It is Allah 
that gives life and causes death. And Allah is All-Seer of what 
you do. And if you are killed or die in the way of Allah, 
forgiveness and mercy from Allah are far better than all that 
they amass (of worldly wealths). And whether you die or are 
killed, verily, to Allah you shall be gathered. And by the Mercy 
of Allah, you (Muhammad 0) dealt with them gently. And 
had you been severe and harsh-hearted, they would have 
broken away from about you; so pass over (their faults), and 
ask (Allah's) forgiveness for them; and consult them in the 
affairs. Then when you have taken a decision, put your trust in 
Allah, certainly, Allah loves those who put their trust (in Him). 
If Allah helps you, none can overcome you; and if He forsakes 
you, who is there after Him that can help you? And in Allah 
(Alone) let believers put their trust. It is not for any Prophet to 
take illegally a part of the booty ( Ghulul ), and whosoever 
deceives his companions as regards the booty, he shall bring 
forth on the Day of Resurrection that which he took (illegally). 
Then every person shall be paid in full what he has earned. 
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and they shall not be dealt with unjustly. Is then one who 
follows (seeks) the good Pleasure of Allah (by not taking 
illegally a part of the booty) like the one who draws on himself 
the Wrath of Allah (by taking a part of the booty illegally — 
Ghulul )? — his abode is Hell, and worst indeed is that 
destination! They are in varying grades with Allah, and Allah 
is All-Seer of what they do. Indeed, Allah conferred a great 
favor on the believers when He sent among them a Messenger 
(Muhammad from among themselves, reciting to them His 
Verses (the Qur'an), and purifying them (from sins by their 
following him), and instructing them (in) the Book (the Qur 7 an) 
and Al-Hikmah [the wisdom and the Sunnah of the Prophet #§ 
(i.e. his legal ways, statements and acts of worship)], while 
before that they had been in manifest error. (What is the matter 
with you?) When a single disaster smites you, although you 
smote (your enemies) with one twice as great, you say: "From 
where does this come to us?” Say (to them), "It is from 
yourselves (because of your evil deeds).” And Allah has power 
over all things. And what you suffered (of the disaster) on the 
day (of the battle of Uhud when) the two armies met, was by 
the Leave of Allah, in order that He might test the believers. 
And that He might test the hypocrites, it was said to them: 
"Come, fight in the way of Allah or (at least) defend 
yourselves.” They said: "Had we known that fighting will 
take place, we would certainly have followed you.” They were 
that day, nearer to disbelief than to Faith, saying with their 
mouths what was not in their hearts. And Allah has full 
knowledge of what they conceal. (They are) the ones who said 
about their killed brethren while they themselves sat (at home): 
"If only they had listened to us, they would not have been 
killed.” Say: "Avert death from your own selves, if you speak 
the truth.” Think not of those as dead who are killed in the 
way of Allah. Nay, they are alive, with their Lord, and they 
have provision. They rejoice in what Allah has bestowed upon 
them of His bounty and rejoice for the sake of those who have 
not yet joined them, but are left behind (not yet martyred) that 
on them no fear shall come, nor shall they grieve. They rejoice 
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in a grace and a bounty from Allah, and that Allah will not 
waste the reward of the believers. Those who answered (the 
Call of) Allah and the Messenger (Muhammad ^§|) after being 
wounded; for those of them who did good deeds and feared 
Allah, there is a great reward. Those (i.e. believers) to whom 
the people (hypocrites) said, "Verily, the people (pagans) have 
gathered against you (a great army), therefore, fear them." But 
it (only) increased them in Faith, and they said: "Allah (Alone) 
is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of affairs (for 
us)." So, they returned with grace and bounty from Allah. No 
harm touched them; and they followed the good Pleasure of 
Allah. And Allah is the Owner of Great Bounty. It is only 
Shaitan (Satan) that suggests to you the fear of his Auliya 
[supporters and friends (polytheists, disbelievers in the 
Oneness of Allah and in His Messenger, Muhammad g|§)]; so 
fear them not, but fear Me, if you are (true) believers. And let 
not those grieve you (O Muhammad #1) who rush with haste 
to disbelieve; verily, not the least harm will they do to Allah. It 
is Allah's Will to give them no portion in the Hereafter. For 
them there is a great torment. Verily, those who purchase 
disbelief at the price of Faith, not the least harm will they do to 
Allah. For them, there is a painful torment. And let not the 
disbelievers think that Our postponing of their punishment is 
good for them. We postpone the punishment only so that they 
may increase in sinfulness. And for them is a disgraceful 
torment. Allah will not leave the believers in the state in which 
you are now, until He distinguishes the wicked from the good. 
Nor will Allah disclose to you the secrets of the Ghaib (Unseen), 
but Allah chooses of His Messengers whom He wills. So 
believe in Allah and His Messengers. And if you believe and 
fear Allah, then for you there is a great reward. And let not 
those who covetously withhold of that which Allah has 
bestowed on them of His bounty (wealth) think that it is good 
for them (and so they do not pay the obligatory Zakat). Nay, it 
will be worse for them; the things which they covetously 
withheld, shall be tied to their necks like a collar on the Day of 
Resurrection. And to Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens 
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and the earth; and Allah is Well- Acquainted with all that you 
do. Indeed, Allah has heard the statement of those (Jews) who 
say: "Truly, Allah is poor and we are rich!" We shall record 
what they have said and their killing of the Prophets unjustly, 
and We shall say: "Taste you the torment of the burning 
(Fire)." This is because of that (evil) which your hands have 
sent before you. And certainly, Allah is never unjust to (His) 
slaves. Those (Jews) who said: "Verily, Allah has taken our 
promise not to believe in any Messenger unless he brings us an 
offering which the fire (from heaven) shall devour." Say: 
"Verily, there came to you Messengers before me, with clear 
signs and even with what you speak of; why then did you kill 
them, if you are truthful?" Then if they deny you (O 
Muhammad «§§), so were Messengers denied before you, 
who came with Al-Baiyyindt (clear signs, proofs, evidences) 
and the Scripture and the Book of Enlightenment. Everyone 
shall taste death. And only on the Day of Resurrection shall 
you be paid your wages in full. And whoever is removed away 
from the Fire and admitted to Paradise, he indeed is successful. 
The life of this world is only the enjoyment of deception (a 
deceiving thing). You shall certainly be tried and tested in your 
wealth and properties and in your personal selves, and you 
shall certainly hear much that will grieve you from those who 
received the Scripture before you (Jews and Christians) and 
from those who ascribe partners to Allah; but if you persevere 
patiently, and become Al-Muttaqun (the pious) then verily, that 
will be a determining factor in all affairs (and that is from the 
great matters which you must hold on with all your efforts). 
(And remember) when Allah took a covenant from those who 
were given the Scripture 0ews and Christians) to make it (the 
news of the coming of Prophet Muhammad and the 
religious knowledge) known and clear to mankind, and not to 
hide it, but they threw it away behind their backs, and 
purchased with it some miserable gain! And indeed worst is 
that which they bought. Think not that those who rejoice in 
what they have done (or brought about), and love to be 
praised for what they have not done, — think not you that they 
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are rescued from the torment, and for them is a painful 
torment. And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens 
and the earth, and Allah has power over all things. Verily, in 
the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation 
of night and day, there are indeed signs for men of 
understanding. Those who remember Allah (always, and in 
prayers) standing, sitting, and lying down on their sides, and 
think deeply about the creation of the heavens and the earth, 
(saying): "Our Lord! You have not created (all) this without 
purpose, glory to You! (Exalted are You above all that they 
associate with You as partners). Give us salvation from the 
torment of the Fire. Our Lord! Verily, whom You admit to the 
Fire, indeed. You have disgraced him; and never will the 
Zalimun (polytheists and wrong doers) find any helpers. Our 
Lord! Verily, we have heard the call of one (Muhammad ^) 
calling to Faith: 'Believe in your Lord/ and we have believed. 
Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and expiate from us our evil 
deeds, and make us die (in the state of righteousness) along 
with Al-Abrar (the pious believers of Islamic Monotheism). Our 
Lord! Grant us what You promised to us through Your 
Messengers and disgrace us not on the Day of Resurrection, for 
You never break (Your) Promise." So, their Lord accepted of 
them (their supplication and answered them), "Never will I 
allow to be lost the work of any of you, be he male or female. 
You are (members) one of another, so those who emigrated 
and were driven out from their homes, and suffered harm in 
My Cause, and who fought, and were killed (in My Cause), 
verily, I will expiate from them their evil deeds and admit 
them into Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise); a 
reward from Allah, and with Allah is the best of rewards." Let 
not the free disposal (and affluence) of the disbelievers 
throughout the land deceive you. A brief enjoyment; then 
their ultimate abode is Hell; and worst indeed is that place for 
rest. But, for those who fear their Lord, are Gardens under 
which rivers flow (in Paradise); therein are they to dwell for 
ever, an entertainment from Allah; and that which is with 
Allah is the best for Al-Abrar (the pious believers of Islamic 
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Monotheism). And there are, certainly, among the people of 
the Scripture (Jews and Christians), those who believe in Allah 
and in that which has been revealed to you, and in that which 
has been revealed to them, humbling themselves before Allah. 
They do not sell the Verses of Allah for a little price, for them is 
a reward with their Lord. Surely, Allah is Swift in account. O 
you who believe! Endure and be more patient (than your 
enemy), and guard your territory by stationing army units 
permanently at the places from where the enemy can attack 
you, and fear Allah, so that you may be successful. 

(Qur'an 3: 120-200) 


- Ibn Hisham: 3/21 

- Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah: 4/17 

- At-Tabari: 2/522 

- Al-Kamil Fit-Tarikh: 2/110 
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Those who answered (the Call of) Allah and the Messenger 
(Muhammad after being wounded; for those of them who 
did good deeds and feared Allah, there is a great reward. 
Those (i.e. believers) to whom the people (hypocrites) said, 
"Verily, the people (pagans) have gathered against you (a 
great army), therefore, fear them." But it (only) increased them 
in Faith, and they said: "Allah (Alone) is Sufficient for us, and 
He is the Best Disposer of affairs (for us)." So, they returned 
with grace and bounty from Allah. No harm touched them; 
and they followed the good Pleasure of Allah. And Allah is the 
Owner of Great Bounty. 

(Qur'an 3: 172-174) 


The day after the Battle of Uhud, the Messenger of Allah ^ gathered 
whatever forces he could from the Muslims and went out in pursuit 
of Abu Sufyan and the polytheists. It was important for the Quraish 
to know that the defeat of the Muslims on the day before did not 
weaken them in the least. The Prophet j|| and his Companions 
reached Hamra Al-Asad. During the pursuit, a man named Ma'bad 
ibn Abi Ma'bad from the Khuza'i tribe passed by. Seeing what was 
happening, Ma'bad went to Abu Sufyan and his people; by the time 
he reached them, they were at Ar-Rauha, which is situated between 
Makkah and Al-Madinah. Ma'bad said to Abu Sufyan, "Muham- 
mad and his Companions have set out in your pursuit. I have never 
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seen such a gathered force; they are coming after you with a burning 
desire.” Abu Sufyan and his people then quickened their pace as 
they fled back towards Makkah. That night, at Hamr Al-Asad, the 
Muslims burned 500 torches or fires, which could be seen far off in 
the desert. These fires made it seem as if the Muslims numbered in 
the thousands, which gave the Quraish all the more reason to flee 
back to Makkah. 
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Those who answered (the Call of) Allah and the Messenger 
(Muhammad 0) after being wounded; for those of them who 
did good deeds and feared Allah, there is a great reward. 
Those (i.e., believers) to whom the people (hypocrites) said, 
"Verily, the people (pagans) have gathered against you (a 
great army), therefore, fear them.” But it (only) increased them 
in Faith, and they said: "Allah (Alone) is Sufficient for us, and 
He is the Best Disposer of affairs (for us).” 

(Qur'an 3: 172, 173) 


- Ibn Khaldun: 2/27 

- Ibn Hisham: 3/45 

- Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah: 4/47 

- 'Uyun Al-Athar: 2/38 
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What Allah gave as booty (Faz') to His Messenger (Muhammad 
iH) from the people of the townships — it is for Allah, His 
Messenger (Muhammad «|§), the kindred (of Messenger 
Muhammad g|§), the orphans, Al-Masakin (the needy), and 
the wayfarer, in order that it may not become a fortune used 
by the rich among you. And whatsoever the Messenger 
(Muhammad 3 ||) gives you, take it; and whatsoever he forbids 
you, abstain (from it). And fear Allah; verily, Allah is Severe in 
punishment. (And there is also a share in this booty) for the 
poor emigrants, who were expelled from their homes and their 
property, seeking bounties from Allah and to please Him, and 
helping Allah (i.e. helping His religion — Islamic Monotheism) 
and His Messenger (Muhammad j|§). Such are indeed the 
truthful (to what they say). (Qur'an 59: 7, 8) 

The Messenger of Allah jyg and a number of his Companions 4&> 
went together to the Banu An-Nadir tribe, one of the three Jewish 
tribes of Al-Madinah. Their purpose was to ask them to help pay 
blood money for two people that were killed from the Banu 'Aamir 
tribe. The giving of such help was binding upon Banu An-Nadir: 
one of the conditions of the peace pact they made with the Muslims 
was that they would help in the matter of blood money (money that 
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is paid to the family of a victim who is wrongfully killed). When the 
Prophet mentioned the reason for his coming to them, they said, 
"Yes, O Abal-Qasim, we will help you but it is time that you come to 
visit us, so we will first feed you before you go back with what you 
need." 

During the wait, the Prophet j|| sat down beside the wall of one of 
their houses. Seeing how vulnerable the Prophet ^ was to an attack, 
the leaders of Banu An-Nadir said to one another, "Indeed, you will 
never again find the man to be in a similar situation. Who among us 
will climb this house and throw a large stone at him, thus freeing us 
from him?" 

The spirit of Islam is both strong and forgiving, but Islam does not 
allow others to take advantage of its forgiving spirit by hurting 
Islam or plotting against it. That is why the forgiving spirit of Islam 
has protection from the strength and justice of Islam's teachings. 

The Prophet was supported by revelation, and he was 
informed about Banu An-Nadir's plot to kill him. He ^ left the 
precincts of Banu An-Nadir, and he then sent Muhammad ibn 
Maslamah Al-Ansari 4® to convey to them the message that he knew 
precisely what it was that they were plotting. Perhaps shocked at 
being found out, they made no reply. The Messenger of Allah 
then gave them ten days to clear out of Al-Madinah, warning them 
that if anyone among still remained after that, he would be killed. 

The hypocrites of Al-Madinah told the leaders of Banu An-Nadir 
that they were on their side. 'Abdullah ibn Ubai ibn Salul said to 
them, "Do not leave your houses; instead, protect yourselves in your 
fortresses. Since the people of Banu An-Nadir refused to leave 
peacefully, the Prophet ^ and his Companions 4 ? surrounded them, 
laying siege to their abodes. A few days passed, and the siege 
continued. Then, to show that the Muslims were indeed serious 
about the matter, the Prophet ordered for six date trees to be 
burned. Seeing that there was no way out and that the Muslims 
were not going to just leave them, the leaders of Banu An-Nadir 
surrendered. They were allowed to leave and to carry whatever 
wealth they were able to carry, but not weapons. They ended up 
leaving with 600 camels and a great deal of wealth, which they 
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The remains of Jew Forts in Al-Madinah 


loaded on top of those camels. After they left Al-Madinah, they set 
out for Khaibar, where they settled down. The following Verses 
were revealed about the wealth that Banu An-Nadir left behind in 
Al-Madinah: 
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What Allah gave as booty (Fai') to His Messenger (Muhammad 
$H) from the people of the townships — it is for Allah, His 
Messenger (Muhammad j|§), the kindred (of Messenger 
Muhammad jgj), the orphans, Al-Masakm (the needy), and 
the wayfarer, in order that it may not become a fortune used 
by the rich among you. And whatsoever the Messenger 
(Muhammad #§) gives you, take it; and whatsoever he forbids 
you, abstain (from it). And fear Allah; verily, Allah is Severe in 
punishment. (And there is also a share in this booty) for the 
poor emigrants, who were expelled from their homes and their 
property, seeking bounties from Allah and to please Him, and 
helping Allah (i.e. helping His religion — Islamic Monotheism) 
and His Messenger (Muhammad *||). Such are indeed the 
truthful (to what they say). (Qur'an 59: 7, 8) 


oij y d 


>s*s y 




p*Xr*> ©J pLiP. y <J$J (4" oyrjy V Cjd® dyj&l ^ 

liUjj S\ b* pjyjjJZ <j JLit ©V @ ©jj© v jij b-'-© yZ yz 

‘ ■-' *' \£f (J. iVV if 

‘ u ' .a^J-^J A-( $ ; — ^ 


J' 


>L 


278 



p %> JVj 4-M 6i cjyM ® 

5& © ®KJi © <& JC 1 4 i ^h ^ ^4i ti'JZ' ££ ^=t jis 

4 ® 054^)1 ijjX iu® $&& ^i^i' a ^ t£|£ 


Have you (O Muhammad s||) not observed the hypocrites who 
say to their friends among the people of the Scripture who 
disbelieve: " (By Allah) if you are expelled, we (too) indeed will go 
out with you, and we shall never obey any one against you; and if 
you are attacked (in fight), we shall indeed help you." But Allah is 
Witness that they verily are liars. Surely, if they (the Jews) are 
expelled, never will they (hypocrites) go out with them; and if 
they are attacked, they will never help them. And (even) if they do 
help them, they (hypocrites) will turn their backs, and they will 
not be victorious. Verily, you (believers in the Oneness of Allah — 
Islamic Monotheism) are more fearful in their (Jews of Banu An- 
Nadlr) breasts than Allah. That is because they are a people who 
comprehend not (the Majesty and Power of Allah). They fight not 
against you even together, except in fortified townships, or from 
behind walls. Their enmity among themselves is very great. You 
would think they were united, but their hearts are divided. That is 
because they are a people who understand not. They are like their 
immediate predecessors (the Jews of Banu Qainuqa', who 
suffered); they tasted the evil result of their conduct, and (in the 
Hereafter, there is) for them a painful torment. (Their allies 
deceived them) like Shaitan (Satan), when he says to man: 
"Disbelieve in Allah." But when (man) disbelieves in Allah, 
Shaitan (Satan) says: " I am free of you, I fear Allah, the Lord of the 
'Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists)!" So, the end of both 
will be that they will be in the Fire, abiding therein. Such is the 
recompense of the Zalimun (i.e., polytheists, wrong doers, 
disbelievers in Allah and in His Oneness). (Qur'an 59: 11-17) 

Ibn Hisham: 3/108 
Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah: 4/74 
At-Tabari: 2/550 
Al-Kamil Fit-Tarikh: 2/119 
'Uyun Al-Athar: 2/48 


279 



100 200 300 400 500 km 


Al Aqabah 



Tabuk 


The Jews of Khaibar 

“Have you not seen those who were given s 
portion of the Scripture? They believe in Jib 
and Taghut and say to the disbelievers tha 
they are better guided as regards the wa^ 
than the believers (Muslims).” 

(Qur’an 4:51 


• Tayma 


• Mada’in Saleh 

Al ‘Ula • 



Turabah 


The Jews Of Khaibar 

"They believe in Jibt and Taghut (false deities)." 


j* 


,>*J \yS\* J$\ J* ^fJUkl \jj& 

^ ® \trf* / 0 ^* 


Have you not seen those who were given a portion of the 
Scripture? They believe in Al-Jibt and At-Taghut and say to the 
disbelievers that they are better guided as regards the way 
than the believers (Muslims). They are those whom Allah has 
cursed, and he whom Allah curses, you will not find for him 
(any) helper. (Qur'an 4: 51, 52) 

For the reasons discussed in the preceding chapter, Banu An-Nadir 
were expelled from Al-Madinah. A number of their leaders such as 
Huyai ibn Akhtab An-Nadri, Salam ibn Mishkam, Kinanah ibn Abi 
Al-Huqaiq, and Haudhah ibn Qais Al-Wa'ili traveled as a 
delegation to the Quraish, both inviting and encouraging the 
leaders of the Quraish to continue to wage war on the Messenger 
of Allah «i|. The delegates from Banu An-Nadir said, "We will 
indeed fight with you against him, until together, we destroy him/' 

Abu Sufyan said, "Welcome indeed! The most beloved of people to 
us are those who help us to fight Muhammad. But we will only trust 
you and feel safe with you if you perform prostration to our gods." 
The delegates from Banu An-Nadir then proceeded to perform 
prostration to Quraish's idols. 

The leaders of the Quraish then said, "O group of Jews, you are 
people of knowledge and people of the first book, inform us about 
our differences with Muhammad. Is our religion better or is the 
religion of Muhammad better? Do we follow more correct guidance 
or does Muhammad (follow more correct guidance)?" The delegates 
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answered, "Rather, your religion is better than his religion, and you 
are more worthy of the truth than he is. And you are upon a more 
guided way, for you glorify this House, you give drink to the 
pilgrims, you sacrifice animals, and you worship that which your 
fathers used to worship. Therefore, you are certainly more worthy of 
the truth than he is." Then Allah revealed the following Verses 
about them: 



Have you not seen those who were given a portion of the 
Scripture? They believe in Al-Jibt and At-Tdghut and say to the 
disbelievers that they are better guided as regards the way 
than the believers (Muslims). They are those whom Allah has 
cursed, and he whom Allah curses, you will not find for him 
(any) helper. (Qur'an 4: 51, 52) 

Having achieved their aim in Makkah, the leaders of Banu An-Nadir 
then went to the Ghatafan Tribe, in order to encourage them to wage 
war against the Messenger of Allah j|§. As an added incentive, they 
promised Ghatafan half of the date harvest of Khaibar every year if 
they joined them in their war against the Muslims of Al-Madinah. 

The Quraish, Ghatafan, Banu Murrah, Ashja', Sulaim, and Asad- 
these and other tribes then mustered their forces to attack Al- 
Madinah. The standoff that ensued became known as the Battle of 
the Confederates ( Al-Ahzdb ) or Al-Khandaq (The Trenches, since the 
Muslims made trenches to prevent the enemy from entering Al- 
Madinah); it took place in Shawwal, in the year 5 H. 


- Ibn Khaldun: 2/29 

- Ibn Hisham: 3/137 

- Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah: 4/92 

- At-Tabari: 2/564 

- 'Uyun Al-Athar: 2/55 
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Al-Khandaq 

(The Battle of the Confederates; Shawwal, 5 H) 



When they came upon you from above you and from below 
you, and when the eyes grew wild and the hearts reached to 
the throats, and you were harbouring doubts about Allah. 

(Qur'an 33: 10) 

The Khuza'ah tribe sent a convoy from Makkah to Al-Madinah. 
Although the journey normally required 6 days, they were able to 
make it in four days, for their mission was urgent and they had to 
make haste. Their mission was to convey news to the Prophet m about 
the gathering of the confederate armies that were about to attack Al- 
Madinah. The situation certainly seemed grim, for the approaching 
forces had the advantages of numbers, weapons, and horses. 

Salman Al-Farisi 4* made a suggestion to the Prophet "O 
Messenger of Allah, when we were attacked in the land of Faris, 
when we feared the approach of horses (i.e., horsemen), and when we 
were surrounded, we would build trenches around us (i.e., to prevent 
the horsemen from being able to attack)." And so the Muslims dug 
trenches along the northern part of Al-Madinah, a laborious task that 
they completed in 9 or 10 days. Quraish and the confederate armies 
then approached; altogether, they came with 10,000 fighters. They 
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A place in Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah full of volcanic rocks and stones 


made camp north of Al-Madinah since it was the only land that was 
suitable for fighting (especially for the horsemen). The eastern and 
western approaches to Madinah were unsuitable for fighting, since 
the surface of the land consisted mainly of volcanic, stony rocks. And 
southern Madinah was also ill suited for fighting, for the land was 
filled with date trees as well as Mount 'Aer. 

But the Muslim army was still threatened from the south, not by the 
confederate armies, but by the last of the three Jewish tribes of Al- 
Madinah, BanuQuraizah a tribe that also had made an agreement to 
defend the Muslims in battle. They too broke their agreement: 
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When they came upon you from above you and from below 
you, and when the eyes grew wild and the hearts reached to 
the throats, and you were harbouring doubts about Allah. 
There, the believers were tried and shaken with a mighty 
shaking. And when the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is 
a disease (of doubts) said: "Allah and His Messenger (0 
promised us nothing but delusion!" And when a party of them 
said: "O people of Yathrib (Al-Madinah)! There is no stand 
(possible) for you (against the enemy attack!) Therefore go 
back!" And a band of them asked for permission of the 
Prophet (0) saying: "Truly, our homes lie open (to the 
enemy)." And they lay not open. They but wished to flee. 

(Qur'an 33: 10-13) 

In the course of the ensuing skirmishes, Sa'd ibn 'Ubadah 4b was 
injured by an arrow. The Prophet «|§ had him taken to a special place 
near his Masjid that had been prepared to receive the wounded. 
Near to it was the tent of Rafidah Aslamiyyah, she used to look after 
the wounded persons. 
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After a siege that lasted for an entire month, Nu'aim bin Mas'ud Al- 
Ashja'i came to the Messenger of Allah gg. Nu'aim ^ had 
accepted Islam, though the Confederates had no knowledge about 
him being a Muslim. Seeing that perhaps their ignorance of his Islam 
might be used to the advantage of the Muslims, Nu'aim 4* asked 
the Messenger of Allah s|§ if there was anything he could do to help. 
The Prophet #| said, "War is stratagem," meaning that stratagem 
should, when possible, be profitably used to end a war. In a wise an 
intelligent manner, Nu'aim was able to divide the Confederates, 
who were already tired from waiting in the desert for an entire 
month. Then Allah M sent a strong wind that uprooted their tents, 
overturned their pots, and extinguished their fires. For these and 
other reasons, the armies withdrew and retreated to their home- 
lands, having lost all hope of completing their mission. 
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O you who believe! Remember Allah's Favour to you, when 
there came against you hosts, and We sent against them a 
wind and forces that you saw not [i.e., troops of angels during 
the battle of Al-Ahzab (the Confederates)]. And Allah is Ever 
All-Seer of what you do. 

(Qur' an 33: 9) 
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When they came upon you from above you and from below 
you, and when the eyes grew wild and the hearts reached to 
the throats, and you were harbouring doubts about Allah. 
There, the believers were tried and shaken with a mighty 
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shaking. And when the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is 
a disease (of doubts) said: "Allah and His Messenger (^) 
promised us nothing but delusion!" And when a party of them 
said: "O people of Yathrib (Al-Madinah)! There is no stand 
(possible) for you (against the enemy attack!) Therefore go 
back!" And a band of them ask for permission of the Prophet 
(iH) saying: "Truly, our homes lie open (to the enemy)." And 
they lay not open. They but wished to flee. 

(Qur'an 33: 10-13) 


- Ibn Khaldun: 2/8 

- Ibn Hisham: 3/131 

- Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah: 4/104 

- At-Tabari: 2/571 

- Al-Kamil Fit-Tarikh: 2/125 

- 'Uyun Al-Athar: 2/59 
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And (there are) others who have acknowledged their sins, they 
have mixed a deed that was righteous with another that was 
evil. Perhaps Allah will turn to them in forgiveness. Surely, 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

(Qur'an 9: 102) 

The Muslims' raid on the people of Banu Quraizah was a just 
reward for their open and insolent treachery. They violated a signed 
pact in which they promised to help the Muslims if an outside 
enemy ever attacked. But when an enemy army approached, instead 
of helping the Muslims or even staying neutral for that matter, Banu 
Quraizah openly sided with the enemy. When did this happen? It 
happened when they saw 10,000 fighters ready to attack Al- 
Madinah from its northern front; they believed mistakenly of course 
that the end was guaranteed for the Muslims. 

This open betrayal and treachery required a just punishment. So the 
Muslims traveled to Banu Quraizah and besieged them. No one 
from Banu Quraizah dared ask the Muslims why they had come, for 
they were best acquainted with their own recent actions and 
treachery. But they did call for Abu Lubabah to come to them. 
After he got permission from the Messenger of Allah Abu 
Lubabah entered their fortress. The leaders of Banu Quraizah 
cried before him, saying, "O Abu Lubabah, do you think that we 
should agree to accept the judgment of Muhammad regarding us?" 
Abu Lubabah 4® said, "Yes," but he then made a gesture by 
pointing across his throat, basically telling them that the intention of 
the Muslims was to have them killed. 
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Abu Lubabah 4b later said, "By Allah, no sooner did my feet leave 
their places than I knew that I had betrayed Allah and His 
Messenger.” When he returned to the Masjid of the Messenger of 
Allah Abu Lubabah tied himself to one of the corners of the 
Masjid. He said, "I will not leave this place of mine until Allah 
forgives me for what I have done.” Abu Lubabah 4b remained tied 
there for six nights, and according to one narration, for twenty 
nights. Before each congregational prayer, his wife would come to 
him and untie his hands, so that he could go and perform ablution; 
and after that, he would return to his place, where he would tie 
himself again. This continued until these Verses were revealed: 
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And (there are) others who have acknowledged their sins, they 
have mixed a deed that was righteous with another that was 
evil. Perhaps Allah will turn to them in forgiveness. Surely, 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. Take Sadaqah (alms) 
from their wealth in order to purify them and sanctify them 
with it, and invoke Allah for them. Verily, your invocations are 
a source of security for them; and Allah is All-Hearer, All- 
Knower. Know they not that Allah accepts repentance from 
His slaves and takes the Sadaqat (alms, charities), and that 
Allah Alone is the One Who forgives and accepts repentance, 
Most Merciful? 


(Qur'an 9: 102-104) 

The leaders of Banu Quraizah finally agreed to submit to the 
judgment of Sa'd ibn Mu'adh 4b. In his judgment, Sa'd 4® ruled that 
the men of Banu Quraizah should be killed, that their wealth should 
be distributed, and that their children and women should be taken 
as slaves. Regarding the siege of Banu Quraizah, Allah it revealed 
the following Verses: 
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And Allah drove back those who disbelieved in their rage, 
they gained no advantage (booty). Allah sufficed for the 
believers in the fighting (by sending against the disbelievers a 
severe wind and troops of angels). And Allah is Ever All- 
Strong, All-Mighty. And those of the people of the Scripture 
who backed them (the disbelievers), Allah brought them down 
from their forts and cast terror into their hearts, (so that) a 
group (of them) you killed, and a group (of them) you made 
captives. And He caused you to inherit their lands, and their 
houses, and their riches, and a land which you had not trodden 
(before). And Allah is Able to do all things. 

(Qur'an 33: 25-27) 


Ibn Hisham: 3/141 
Usdul-Ghabah: 2/375 
Ar-Raud Al-Unuf: 2/268 
At-Tabari: 2/581 
Futuhal-Buldan: 34 
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"Verily, those who brought forth the 
slander (against ‘Aishah & the wife of 
the Prophet 3i) are a group among 
you. Consider it not a bad thing for 
you. Nay, it is good for you. Unto every 
man among them will be paid that 
which he had earned of the sin, and as 
for him among them who had the 
greater share therein, his will be a 
great torment.” 

“And why did you not, when you heard 
it, say: ‘It is not right for us to speak of 
this. Glory be to You (O Allah)! This is a 
great lie.’" 

“Verily, those who like that (the crime 
of) illegal sexual intercourse should be 
propagated among those who 
believe, they will have a painful 
torment in this world and in the 
Hereafter. And Allah knows and you 
knownot.”(Qur’an24:11, 16, 19) 
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Al-Muraisi' 

The Battle Of Bani Al-Mustaliq 
(Sha'ban, 5 H) 


Al-Harith ibn Dirar, chief of Bani Al-Mustaliq (from the Khuza'ah), 
mustered as many fighters as he could from his own people and 
from nearby Bedouins. He was assembling forces to wage war on 
the Messenger of Allah Coming to know what Al-Harith and his 
people were up to, the Messenger of Allah didn't wait but instead 
rode to them with 700 men with him. Leaving on the 2nd of Sha'ban 
in the year 5 H, their aim was to break up the forces that Al-Harith 
had already assembled. The two armies met at the water (spring) of 
Al-Muraisi', and it didn't take long before Al-Harith and his forces 
were defeated. 

In the course of the battle, 'Umar ibn Al-Khattab's servant got into a 
dispute with Jahjah ibn Mas'ud, who was an ally of the Khazraj 
(Khazraj was one of the tribes of Al-Madinah). 'Umar's servant 
ended up striking Jahjah; and as a result, 'Abdullah ibn Ubai ibn 
Salul, the leader of the hypocrites and a member of the Khazraj tribe, 
was enraged. He said, "By Allah, if we return to Al-Madinah, the 
honorable ones among us will expel the lowly ones." The Messenger 
of Allah sl| was able to bring calm to the brewing tensions, and in 
order to divert them from mutual fighting, he ^ ordered a rapid 
return to Al-Madinah. 

When Zaid ibn Arqam conveyed Ibn 'Ubai ibn Salul' s above 
words to the Messenger of Allah Ibn 'Ubai made a false oath, 
swearing that he never said those words and that Zaid ibn Arqam 4 * 
was lying. In exculpation of Zaid Allah revealed the following 
Verse: 

That We might make it a remembrance for you, and the keen 

ear (person) may (hear and) understand it. (Qur'an 69: 12) 

Everyone knew that Zaid was telling the truth, and he thereafter 
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became known as, "The one with a keen ear." 

In regard to the leader of the hypocrites, 'Abdullah ibn Ubai, the 
following Verses were revealed in Surat Al-Munafiqun : 
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And when it is said to them: "Come, so that the Messenger of 
Allah (#;) may ask forgiveness from Allah for you," they twist 
their heads, and you would see them turning away their faces 
in pride. It is equal to them whether you (Muhammad $§£) ask 
forgiveness or ask not forgiveness for them, Allah will never 
forgive them. Verily, Allah guides not the people who are the 
Fasiqun (rebellious, disobedient to Allah). They are the ones 
who say: "Spend not on those who are with Allah's Messenger 
(ill), until they desert him." And to Allah belong the treasures 
of the heavens and the earth, but the hypocrites comprehend 
not. They (hyprocrites) say: "If we return to Al-Madinah, 
indeed the more honorable ('Abdullah bin Ubai bin Salul, the 
chief of hyprocrites at Al-Madinah) will expel therefrom the 
meaner (i.e., Allah's Messenger ^H)." But honor, power and 
glory belong to Allah, and to His Messenger (Muhammad j§|), 
and to the believers, but the hypocrites know not. 

(Qur' an 63: 5-8) 

Ibn Ubai ibn Salul was not content with his false oath; in addition to 
that, he was the one who started the well-known 'Slander Incident/ 
which began during the very same expedition. His lying and slander 
led to great trials for the Prophet and those who were most 
beloved to him. 

When the Muslim army was returning from the Battle of Banu Al- 
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Mustaliq, the Muslims made camp for a short while. 'Aishah 
went out of eyesight, in order to look for a necklace that she lost 
when she had left the camp earlier. Meanwhile, the Muslims left, not 
noticing that she was missing; and so when she returned to the site 
of the camp, she saw that she was alone. It was then that Safwan ibn 
Al-Mu'attal passed by; it was his job to remain in the rear of the 
army, in order to pick up personal belongings that people might 
have inadvertently dropped on their way back. When he saw 
'Aishah (%», he recognized her immediately. In a most modest 
manner, he proffered his camel to her. He then turned in the other 
direction, so that she could mount it without him seeing her. After 
that, Safwan 4 * took the camel by its reins and silently began to steer 
it in the direction of Al-Madinah. By the time that they reached Al- 
Madinah, it was midday. When Ibn Ubai ibn Salul saw them, he 
said, "The wife of your Prophet has spent the night together with a 
man until the morning; then he comes, leading her hither. She was 
not saved from him, and he was not saved from her." Picking up on 
his cue, the other hypocrites began to spread the slanderous lie, and 
the entire city of Al-Madinah was shaken by it. After a period of 
difficulty and trial, Allah revealed Verses that established the 
innocence of 'Aishah the pure and chaste wife of the Prophet 
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Verily, those who brought forth the slander (against ' Aishah ^ 
the wife of the Prophet #§) are a group among you. Consider it 
not a bad thing for you. Nay, it is good for you. To every man 
among them will be paid that which he had earned of the sin, 
and as for him among them who had the greater share therein, 
his will be a great torment. Why then did not the believers, 
men and women, when you heard it (the slander), think good 
of their own people and say: "This (charge) is an obvious lie?" 
Why did they not produce four witnesses against him? Since 
they (the slanderers) have not produced witnesses! Then with 
Allah, they are the liars. Had it not been for the Grace of Allah 
and His Mercy to you in this world and in the Hereafter, a 
great torment would have touched you for that whereof you 
had spoken. When you were propagating it with your tongues, 
and uttering with your mouths that whereof you had no 
knowledge, you counted it a little thing, while with Allah it 
was very great. And why did you not, when you heard it, say: 
"It is not right for us to speak of this. Glorified are You (O 
Allah)! This is a great lie." Allah forbids you from it and warns 
you not to repeat the like of it forever, if you are believers. And 
Allah makes the Ayat (proofs, evidences, Verses, lessons, signs, 
revelations, etc.) plain to you, and Allah is All-Knowing, All- 
Wise. Verily, those who like that (the crime of) illegal sexual 
intercourse should be propagated among those who believe, 
they will have a painful torment in this world and in the 
Hereafter. And Allah knows and you know not. And had it not 
been for the Grace of Allah and His Mercy on you (Allah 
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would have hastened the punishment upon you). And that 
Allah is full of kindness. Most Merciful. O you who believe! 
Follow not the footsteps of Shaitan (Satan). And whosoever 
follows the footsteps of Shaitan (Satan), then, verily, he 
commands Al-Fahsha' [i.e. to commit indecency (illegal sexual 
intercourse)], and Al-Munkar [disbelief and polytheism (i.e. to 
do evil and wicked deeds; and to speak or to do what is 
forbidden in Islam)]. And had it not been for the Grace of Allah 
and His Mercy on you, not one of you would ever have been 
pure from sins. But Allah purifies (guides to Islam) whom He 
wills, and Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower. And let not those 
among you who are blessed with graces and wealth swear not 
to give (any sort of help) to their kinsmen, Al-Masakin (the 
needy), and those who left their homes for Allah's Cause. Let 
them pardon and forgive. Do you not love that Allah should 
forgive you? And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 
Verily, those who accuse believing chaste women, who never 
even think of anything touching their chastity and are good 
believers — are cursed in this life and in the Hereafter, and for 
them will be a great torment — 

(Qur'an 24: 11-23) 


Ibn Khaldun: 2/33 
Ibn Hisham: 3/182 
Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah: 4/156 
At-Tabari: 2/604 
Al-Kamil Fit-Tarikh: 2/182 
'Uyun Al-Athar: 2/91 
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The Miqat of People of 
Ash-Sham, Egyptians 
and those in line with it, 
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Al-Hudaibiyah 

Dhul Qa‘dah 6 A.H. 

“Indeed, Allah was pleased with 
the believers when they gave the 
Bai'ah (pledge) to you (O 
Muhammad M) under the tree, He 
knew what was in their hearts, and 
He sent down As Saklnah 
(calmness and tranquillity) upon 
them, and He rewarded them with 
a near victory.” (Qur’an 48:1 8) 
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Indeed, Allah was pleased with the believers when they gave 
the Bai'ah (pledge) to you (O Muhammad 0) under the tree. 
He knew what was in their hearts, and He sent down As- 
Sakinah (calmness and tranquillity) upon them, and He 
rewarded them with a near victory. 

(Quran 48: 18) 

In the year 6 H, the Messenger of Allah 0 set out with 1400 Muslims 
with the intention of performing the minor pilgrimage (' Umrah ) to 
Makkah. He 0 took along with him 70 animals that were to be 
sacrificed; he 0 put distinguishing marks on them, so that people 
would know that they were designated for later sacrifice and would 
consequently avoid slaughtering them for immediate consumption. 
A number of Bedouins and hypocrites remained behind from the 
pilgrimage. 
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Those of the bedouins who lagged behind will say to you: 
"Our possessions and our families occupied us, so ask 
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forgiveness for us." They say with their tongues what is not in 
their hearts. Say: "Who then has any power at all (to intervene) 
on your behalf with Allah, if He intends you hurt or intends 
you benefit? Nay, but Allah is Ever Well- Acquainted with 
what you do. Nay, but you thought that the Messenger (i|) 
and the believers would never return to their families, and that 
was made fair-seeming in your hearts, and you did think an 
evil thought and you became a useless people going for 
destruction." And whosoever does not believe in Allah and 
His Messenger (Muhammad gS), then verily. We have 
prepared for the disbelievers a blazing Fire. 

(Qur'an 48: 11-13) 

Not going to fight but instead to perform pilgrimage, the Prophet 0. 
and his Companions carried no weapons for war, only simple 
knives or swords that were commonly needed and carried by 
travelers. 

When they came near to Makkah, the Muslims set camp at a place 
called Al-Hudaibiyah. After emissaries from the Quraish came to 
negotiate terms with the Prophet M,, 'Uthman ibn 'Affan 4& entered 
Makkah as an emissary of the Muslims. Somehow, it became a 
widespread though untrue notion that the Quraish had killed 
'Uthman 4®. Due to the news of the possible treachery, the Muslims 
gave the famous pledge of Ar-Ridwdn under the tree: Either Victory 
(conquest of Makkah) or Martyrdom.' But when it was established 
that 'Uthman 4®. was unharmed and that the Quraish wanted to sign 
a peace pact, the way became paved for the Treaty of Al- 
Hudaibiyah. 
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And if those who disbelieve fight against you, they certainly 
will turn their backs; then they would have found neither a 
Wall (protector, guardian) nor a helper. That has been the way 
of Allah already with those who passed away before. And you 
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will not find any change in the way of Allah. And He it is Who 
has withheld their hands from you and your hands from them 
in the midst of Makkah, after He had made you victors over 
them. And Allah is Ever All-Seer of what you do. 

(Qur'an 48: 22-24) 
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Verily, those who give Bai'ah (pledge) to you (O Muhammad 
jp), they are giving Bai'ah (pledge) to Allah. The Hand of Allah 
is over their hands. Then whosoever breaks his pledge, breaks 
it only to his own harm; and whosoever fulfils what he has 
covenanted with Allah, He will bestow on him a great reward. 
Those of the bedouins who lagged behind will say to you: 
"Our possessions and our families occupied us, so ask 
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forgiveness for us." They say with their tongues what is not in 
their hearts. Say: "Who then has any power at all (to intervene) 
on your behalf with Allah, if He intends you hurt or intends 
you benefit? Nay, but Allah is Ever Well- Acquainted with 
what you do. "Nay, but you thought that the Messenger (ji§) 
and the believers would never return to their families, and that 
was made fair-seeming in your hearts, and you did think an 
evil thought and you became a useless people going for 
destruction." And whosoever does not believe in Allah and 
His Messenger (Muhammad j||), then verily. We have 
prepared for the disbelievers a blazing Fire. And to Allah 
belongs the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth. He 
forgives whom He wills, and punishes whom He wills. And 
Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. Those who lagged 
behind will say, when you set forth to take the spoils, "Allow 
us to follow you." They want to change Allah's Words. Say: 
"You shall not follow us; thus Allah has said beforehand." 
Then they will say: "Nay, you envy us." Nay, but they 
understand not except a little. Say (O Muhammad il|) to the 
bedouins who lagged behind: "You shall be called to fight 
against a people given to great warfare, then you shall fight 
them, or they shall surrender. Then if you obey, Allah will give 
you a fair reward; but if you turn away as you did turn away 
before. He will punish you with a painful torment." No blame 
or sin is there upon the blind, nor is there blame or sin upon 
the lame, nor is there blame or sin upon the sick (that they go 
not for fighting). And whosoever obeys Allah and His 
Messenger (Muhammad 5f|), He will admit him to Gardens 
beneath which rivers flow (Paradise); and whosoever turns 
back. He will punish him with a painful torment. Indeed, Allah 
was pleased with the believers when they gave the Bai'ah 
(pledge) to you (O Muhammad #|) under the tree. He knew 
what was in their hearts, and He sent down As-Sakfnah 
(calmness and tranquillity) upon them, and He rewarded them 
with a near victory. 


(Qur'an 48: 10-18) 
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And He it is Who has withheld their hands from you and your 
hands from them in the midst of Makkah, after He had made 
you victors over them. And Allah is Ever All-Seer of what you 
do. They are the ones who disbelieved (in the Oneness of Allah 
— Islamic Monotheism) and hindered you from Al-Masjid Al- 
Hardm (at Makkah) and detained the sacrificial animals, from 
reaching their place of sacrifice. Had there not been believing 
men and believing women whom you did not know, that you 
may kill them and on whose account a sin would have been 
committed by you without (your) knowledge, that Allah might 
bring into His Mercy whom He wills — if they (the believers 
and the disbelievers) had been apart. We verily, would have 
punished those of them who disbelieved with painful torment. 
When those who disbelieve had put in their hearts pride and 
haughtiness — the pride and haughtiness of the time of 
ignorance, — then Allah sent down His Sakinah (calmness and 
tranquillity) upon His Messenger (#§) and upon the believers, 
and made them stick to the word of piety (i.e. none has the 
right to be worshipped but Allah); and they were well entitled 
to it and worthy of it. And Allah is Ever All-Knower of 
everything. Indeed Allah shall fulfil the true vision which He 
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showed to His Messenger (j§§) [i.e. the Prophet saw a dream 
that he has entered Makkah along with his Companions, 
having their (head) hair shaved and cut short] in very truth. 
Certainly, you shall enter Al-Masjid Al-Haram, if Allah wills, 
secure, (some) having your heads shaved, and (some) having 
your head hair cut short, having no fear. He knew what you 
knew not, and He granted before that a near victory. He it is 
Who has sent His Messenger (Muhammad »§§) with guidance 
and the religion of truth (Islam), that He may make it (Islam) 
superior to all religions. And All-Sufficient is Allah as a 
Witness. 

(Qur'an 48: 24-28) 


- Ibn Khaldun: 2/34 

- Ibn Hisham: 3/201 

- Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah: 4/174 

- Ar-Raud Al-Unuf: 4/38 

- At-Tabari: 2/627 

- 'Uyun Al-Athar: 2/117 
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Khaibar 

(Al-Muharram, 7 H) 
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Indeed, Allah was pleased with the believers when they gave 
the Bai'ah (pledge) to you (O Muhammad *g§) under the tree, 
He knew what was in their hearts, and He sent down As- 
Sakinah (calmness and tranquillity) upon them, and He 
rewarded them with a near victory. And abundant spoils that 
they will capture. And Allah is Ever All-Mighty, All-Wise. 

(Qur'an 48: 18, 19) 
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Indeed Allah shall fulfil the true vision which He showed to 
His Messenger (sl§) [i.e., the Prophet jg saw a dream that he 
has entered Makkah along with his Companions, having their 
(head) hair shaved and cut short] in very truth. Certainly, you 
shall enter Al-Masjid Al-Haram, if Allah wills, secure, (some) 
having your heads shaved, and (some) having your head hair 
cut short, having no fear. He knew what you knew not, and He 
granted before that a near victory. 

(Qur'an 48: 27) 

The Jews of Khaibar contacted the people of the Ghatafan tribe, who 
were known to be mercenaries for hire. As a reward for fighting the 
Muslims, the Jews of Khaibar offered them a percentage of their 
yearly harvest, which consisted mainly of fruits and dates. They 
furthermore established alliances with the tribes of Fadak, Taima' 
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and Wadi Al-Qura; together, they were to launch a surprise attack 
on Al-Madinah. Having been informed of their plans, the Muslims 
who witnessed Al-Hudaibiyah traveled to Khaibar, in order to bring 
an end to the plotting of its inhabitants and their allies. 

Khaibar consisted of many fortresses, the most important of which 
were the following: 

• An-Natat, which was made up of the Na'im, As-Sa'b, and 
Qillah fortresses. 

• Ash-Shiq, which was made up of the Ubai and Al-Bary 
fortresses. 

• Al-Katibah, which was made up of the Al-Qamus, Al- 
Watih, and As-Sulalim fortresses. 

Na'im was the first fortress to be overtaken by the Muslims, and Al- 
Qamus was the greatest and most formidable of Khaibar's 
fortresses. As for the Al-Watih and As-Sulalim fortresses, they were 
surrendered peacefully. According to the pact that was agreed 
upon, Khaibar remained in the hands of its inhabitants, on the 
condition that the Muslims were to receive one-half of the harvest of 
all planting and date trees. 


- Ibn Hisham: 3/217 

- Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah: 4/198 

- At-Tabari: 3/14 

- 'Uyun Al-Athar: 2/138 
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‘Umratul-Qada’ 
The Compensatory 
‘Umrah 


Dhil Qa‘dah 7 A.H. 

“Indeed, Allah shall fulfil the true vision which 
He showed to His Messenger ( ■) [i.e., the 
Prophet ^ saw a dream that he has entered 
Makkah along with his Companions, having 
their (head) hair shaved and cut short] in very 
truth. Certainly, you shall enter Al-Masjid Al- 
Haram, if Allah wills, secure, (some) having 
your heads shaved, and (some) having your 
head hair cut short, having no fear. He knew 
what you knew not, and He granted before 
that a near victory.” (Qur’an 48:27) 

Maimunah bint Al-Harith Al-Hilaliah 

“And a believing woman if she offers herself to 
the Prophet.” (Qur’an 33:50) 
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'Umratul-Qada' 

(Make-Up or Compensatory 'Umrah For Not Having 
Been Able To Perform It The Previous Year) 
(Dhil-Qa'dah, 7 H) 
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Indeed Allah shall fulfil the true vision which He showed to 
His Messenger (j|§) [i.e., the Prophet sit saw a dream that he 
has entered Makkah along with his Companions, having their 
(head) hair shaved and cut short] in very truth. Certainly, you 
shall enter Al-Masjid Al-Haram, if Allah wills, secure, (some) 
having your heads shaved, and (some) having your head hair 
cut short, having no fear. He knew what you knew not, and He 
granted before that a near victory. 

One of the conditions of the Treaty of Al-Hudaibiyah was for the 
Muslims to return the following year to perform 'Umrah, instead of 
performing it that same year. And so the Muslims returned from Al- 
Hudaibiyah without having performed 'Umrah. One year later, the 
Messenger of Allah ^ set out with 1000 Muslims to perform the 
make-up 'Umrah ('Umratul-Qada'). 

Expecting the arrival of the Muslims, the people of the Quraish 
retreated to the peaks of mountains for the agreed upon period of 
three days. They said to one another, "Do not look at him or at his 
companions." And they began to spread the rumor that, "Coming to 
you is a delegation that has become weakened by the fever of 
Yathrib (i.e., Al-Madinah, for before the migration of the Prophet 
Al-Madinah was known to be a place where people were very 
susceptible to a dangerous fever)." Wanting to show the Quraish 
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that the Muslims were not weak but strong and energetic, the 
Prophet ordered each Muslim man to lay bare one of his 
shoulders, and he M, also instructed them to perform a light jog 
around the Ka'bah for the first three of the seven prescribed circuits. 
He s|| said, "May Allah have mercy on the one who shows them his 
strength today." 

After difficult wars - Badr, Uhud, and Al-Khandaq - and after the 
victory at Khaibar, the Muslims entered Makkah with the highest 
imaginable level of dignity and honor. And in accordance with the 
Treaty of Al-Hudaibiyah, the Messenger of Allah remained in 
Makkah for three days only. 

The showing that the Muslims gave to the Quraish - who were 
looking upon them from the peaks of mountains and hills - on that 
occasion had a strong effect on one of the noble women of Makkah 
Maimunah bint Al-Harith Al-Hilaliyyah the effect on her was 
such that she yearned to marry the Prophet jig. She was twenty-six 
years old at the time, and her husband, Abu Ruhm ibn 'Abdul-'Uzza 
Al-Qurashi, had recently died. She went to her sister Umm Al-Fadl, 
the wife of Al-' Abbas, to tell her about her feelings. Al-' Abbas 
conveyed Maimunah's proposal, saying, "She has offered herself to 
the Prophet." Allah M then revealed the following Verse about her: 
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O Prophet (Muhammad j||)! Verily, We have made lawful to 
you your wives, to whom you have paid their Mahr (bridal- 
money given by the husband to his wife at the time of 
marriage), and those (slaves) whom your right hand possesses 
— whom Allah has given to you, and the daughters of your 
' Amm (paternal uncles) and the daughters of your 'Ammat 
(paternal aunts) and the daughters of your Khal (maternal 
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uncles) and the daughters of your Khalat (maternal aunts) who 
migrated (from Makkah) with you, and a believing woman if 
she offers herself to the Prophet (#1), and the Prophet (*g|) 
wishes to marry her — a privilege for you only, not for the 
(rest of) the believers. Indeed We know what We have enjoined 
upon them about their wives and those (slaves) whom their right 
hands possess, in order that there should be no difficulty on you. 
And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

(Qur'an 33: 50) 

The Prophet g|| then married her and took her back with him to Al- 
Madinah. 


AI-Bidayah wan-Nihayah: 4/220 
At-Tabari: 3/22 
'Uyun Al-Athar: 2/145 


312 




Mu'tah Expetition 

The Army Of The Umara' (Leaders) 
(Jumada Al-Ulah, 8 H) 
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Verily, Allah has purchased of the believers their lives and 
their properties for (the price) that theirs shall be Paradise. 
They fight in Allah's Cause, so they kill (others) and are killed. 

It is a promise in truth which is binding on Him in the Taurat 
(Torah) and the Injil (Gospel) and the Qur'an. And who is truer 
to his covenant than Allah? Then rejoice in the bargain which 
you have concluded. That is the supreme success. 

(Qur 7 an 9: 111) 

In the year 7 H, the Messenger of Allah ^ sent letters to the kings 
and leaders of foreign lands, inviting them to embrace Islam. 
Among those who carried those letters was Al-Harith ibn 'Umair Al- 
Azdi <;&>, whose task it was to go to the king of Busra Ash-Sham. 
When Al-Harith 4b stopped at Mu'tah, he was confronted by 
Shurahbil ibn 'Amr Al-Ghassani, one of Caesar's governors over 
Ash-Sham. Shurahbil killed the messenger 4& of the Messenger of 
Allah il|, and so the purpose of the Mu'tah expedition was to teach 
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Shurahbil Al-Ghassani a lesson. 

The Prophet assembled an army that consisted of 3000 fighters, 
and he appointed Zaid ibn Harithah to be their leader. The 
Prophet knew that it was going to be a dangerous mission, for 
they were fighting the Romans and not just a small tribe; and so he 
explained that if Zaid ^ were to die, then Ja'far ibn Abi Talib 4= 
should take his place as leader; and that if Ja'far 4b were to die, then 
'Abdullah ibn Rawahah 4b should take his place. 

The Army of Al-'Umara' (Leaders) then marched towards Mu'tah. In 
terms of numbers, the Muslim army was certainly not an equal 
match for the opposing army. The Romans were able to assemble in 
Mut'ah an army of 100,000 fighters, while the Muslim army 
consisted of a mere 3000 fighters. The battle began, and after the 
three appointed leaders all were martyred, the banner of leadership 
was handed over to the 'Sword of Allah/ Khalid ibn Al-Walid 4b, 
who was able to realize a safe retreat, without suffering any more 
losses. 

Had it not been for the skillful retreat, the entire army would have 
been destroyed. But when they returned to AI-Madinah, the 
Muslims said to them, "O you who have taken flight: you have 
fled (when it was time to fight) in the way of Allah.” Coming to their 
defense, the Prophet sH then said, "Rather, you are ones who have 
retreated, and I am your troop [referring to the following verse: 
"And whoever turns his back to them on such a day unless it be a 
stratagem of war, or to retreat to a troop (of his own)”].” 
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And whoever turns his back to them on such a day — unless it 
be a stratagem of war, or to retreat to a troop (of his own), — 
he indeed has drawn upon himself wrath from Allah. And his 
abode is Hell, and worst indeed is that destination! You killed 
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them not, but Allah killed them. And you (Muhammad -j|j) 
threw not when you did throw, but Allah threw, that He might 
test the believers by a fair trial from Him. Verily, Allah is All- 
Hearer, All-Knower. 

(Qur'an 8: 16, 17) 


- Ibn Khaldun: 2/40 

- Ibn Sa'd: 1/341, 2/128, 3/234 

- Ibn Hisham: 4/8 

- At-Tabari: 3/38 

- Al-Kamil Fit-Tarikh: 2/158 

- 'Uyun Al-Athar: 2/153 
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The Makkah Conquest 

(The 10th of Ramadan, in the year 8 H) 
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When there comes the Help of Allah (to you, O Muhammad i| 
against your enemies) and the Conquest (of Makkah). And you 
see that the people enter Allah's religion (Islam) in crowds. So, 
glorify the Praises of your Lord, and ask His forgiveness. 
Verily, He is the One Who Ever accepts the repentance and 
Who forgives. 

(Qur'an 110:1-3) 

In what was a clear and blatant violation, the Quraish broke the 
Treaty of Hudaibiyah on the 8th of Ramadan, 8 H; they did so 
despite the fact that it was they who stubbornly and peremptorily 
dictated the conditions of the treaty. Why did they break the treaty? 
Perhaps it was hindsight, for they soon realized that the Treaty of 
Hudaibiyah paved the way for Islam spreading to different tribes in 
the Arabian Peninsula. During the short span that the treaty was still 
in effect, the population of Muslims at least doubled. 

According to the treaty, the Quraish promised not to fight or 
sponsor any fighting against the Muslims or their allies. But then 
certain leaders of the Quraish helped and encouraged the Banu Bakr 
tribe to exact revenge on the Khuza'ah tribe, a tribe that was a 
known ally of the Muslims. 

After the act of treachery was done, 'Amr ibn Salim Al-Khuza'i 
traveled to Al-Madinah in order to inform the Messenger of Allah 
about what the Quraish did. Abu Sufyan later came and made an 
abortive attempt to fix a problem that was caused by his own 
people, but he could not find a single Muslim to pay attention. At 
last he said, "I have checked all the Companions of the Prophet, but 
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I have not seen any nation so submissive to its leader/ 7 
The Prophet #! then decided to march towards and take control of 
Makkah. Hatib ibn Abi Balta'ah 4 ®, a true Muslim and one of the 
participants of the Battle of Badr, made the mistake of trying to send 
news to the Quraish about the impending arrival of the Muslim 
army. It was a clear mistake because the Prophet s|§ was eager to 
make his arrival a surprise. Regarding Hatib 7 s mistake, Allah $g 
revealed these Verses: 


11 b-Wj V ^ 
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O you who believe! Take not My enemies and your enemies 
(i.e., disbelievers and polytheists) as friends, showing affection 
towards them, while they have disbelieved in what has come 
to you of the truth (i.e., Islamic Monotheism, this Qur'an, and 
Muhammad #1), and have driven out the Messenger 
(Muhammad #|) and yourselves (from your homeland) 
because you believe in Allah, your Lord! If you have come 
forth to strive in My Cause and to seek My Good Pleasure, 
(then take not these disbelievers and polytheists, as your 
friends). You show friendship to them in secret, while I am All- 
Aware of what you conceal and what you reveal. And 
whosoever of you (Muslims) does that, then indeed he has 
gone (far) astray from the Straight Path. Should they gain the 
upper hand over you, they would behave to you as enemies, 
and stretch forth their hands and their tongues against you 
with evil, and they desire that you should disbelieve. Neither 
your relatives nor your children will benefit you on the Day of 
Resurrection (against Allah). He will judge between you. And 
Allah is All-Seer of what you do. (Qur'an 60: 1-3) 
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The Muslim army that made the journey to Makkah comprised of 
10,000 Muslims, a force that was far too great for the inhabitants of 
Makkah to withstand. When the army reached Dhi Tuwa and 
Adhakhir, the Prophet ^ sent Az-Zubair ibn Al-'Awam to enter 
Makkah from the north; Khalid ibn Al-Walid 4* to enter it from the 
south; Qais ibn Sa'd ibn 'Ubadah 4b to enter it from the east; and 
Abu 'Ubaidah ibn Al-Jarrah 4b to enter it from the direction of 
Mount Hind, beside which the Muslims were gathered in Al-Hujun 
with the Prophet 

The sheer surprise of the attack stunned the Quraish, making them 
feel as if they had suddenly been struck with a cold piece of iron. As 
the Prophet entered Makkah as the victor on the 20th of 
Ramadan, 8 H, he repeatedly recited Surat An-Nasr. 



When there comes the Help of Allah (to you, O Muhammad 
against your enemies) and the Conquest (of Makkah). And you 
see that the people enter Allah's religion (Islam) in crowds. So, 
glorify the Praises of your Lord, and ask His forgiveness. 
Verily, He is the One Who Ever accepts the repentance and 
Who forgives. 

(Qur'an 110: 1-3) 

And as he destroyed the idols of the Quraish, he recited this 
Verse: 


i O O D ^ 


And say: "Truth (i.e., Islamic Monotheism or this Qur'an or 
Jihad against polytheists) has come and Batil (falsehood, i.e., 
Satan or polytheism) has vanished. Surely, Batil is ever bound 
to vanish." 

(Qur'an 17: 81) 

The victory was significant militarily, to be sure, but it was also 
significant on another level as well: the Prophet now won over 
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the hearts of Quraish's leaders and citizens. The Quraish had 
tortured and oppressed the Muslims as long as they had lived in 
Makkah; then they drove them out, forcing them to migrate to Al- 
Madinah; and then they plotted and waged war against them. At 
first, they hid in their houses when the Prophet #| entered Makkah. 
But then the Prophet said, "Go forth, for you are the freed ones." 
After all of the enmity they showed to him, he forgave them. May 
the peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet, Muhammad 
3^. The leaders and citizens of Makkah finally were satisfied, and 
they finally believed that Islam is the truth. Their acceptance of 
Islam led to the end of polytheism in the Arabian Peninusula. In the 
following year (9 H), delegates came from all over the Arabian 
Peninsula to announce their acceptance of Islam so much so that the 
year had its name as " the Year of Delegations". 


- Ibn Khaldun: 2/42 

- Ibn Sa'd: 2/135 

- Ibn Hisham: 4/30 

- Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah: 4/285 

- At-Tabari: 3/51 

- Al-Kamil Fit-Tarikh: 2/163 

- 'Uyun AJ-Athar: 2/167 
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Hunain And At-Ta'if 



Truly, Allah has given you victory on many battlefields, and 
on the day of Hunain (battle) when you rejoiced at your great 
number, but it availed you naught and the earth, vast as it is, 
was straitened for you, then you turned back in flight. Then 
Allah did send down His Sakinah (calmness, tranquillity and 
reassurance) on the Messenger (Muhammad #fe), and on the 
believers, and sent down forces (angels) which you saw not, 
and punished the disbelievers. Such is the recompense of 
disbelievers. Then after that Allah will accept the repentance of 
whom He wills. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

(Qur'an 9: 25-27) 

The tribes of Hawazin and Thaqif were deeply shaken by the 
conquest of Makkah (the 20th of Ramadan, 8 H) and the end of 
polytheism in that region. They felt that, now that the Quraish were 
defeated, they were going to be the next targets. The leaders of the 
two tribes agreed to attack Muhammad before he attacked them. 
The leader of Hawazin, Malik ibn ' Auf An-Nasri, assembled a group 
of fighters from both his tribe and the Thaqif. Other tribes joined 
with them as well Nasr, Jusham, Sa'd ibn Bakr, and people from 
Banu Hilal. Absent from Hawazin were Ka'b and Kilab. 

The tribe of Banu Jusham brought along with them Duraid ibn As- 
Simmah, who was 120 years old and had lost his eyesight. They 
brought him along not to fight, of course, but to rely on his counsel 
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and his deep knowledge of warfare. 

Leading the Thaqif tribe was Kinanah ibn 'Abd Yalil, and by his side 
was Qarib ibn Al-Aswad ibn Mas'ud ibn Mu'attab. Banu Malik was 
led by Dhul-Khimar Subai' ibn Al-Harith and his brother, Ahmar 
ibn Al-Harith. But the overall leader of the battle was Malik ibn 'Auf 
An-Nasri. He had brought his army with all their families and the 
movable property. 

Led by Malik, the army stopped at a place called Autas, which was a 
valley near the homes of the Hawazin; that is why the battle is also 
known as the "Battle of Autas/' It is estimated that Malik had 20,000 
or more fighters with him. 

The Prophet ^ set out to meet Malik's army on the 6th of Shawwal, 
in the year 8 H. He had with him 12,000 fighters, 10,000 from his 
Companions that took part in the conquering of Makkah, and 
2,000 from the 'freed ones' of Makkah. 

Based on the counsel of Duraid ibn As-Simmah, Malik ibn 'Auf's 
army waited to ambush the Muslims in the narrow part of the 
Hunain valley. It was just before Fajr time, when the Muslims had 
reached the heart of the valley, that Malik's army ambushed them. 
Showered by arrows and attacked by horsemen, the Muslim army 
retreated; but the Messenger of Allah and a number of his 
Companions 4® remained firm and protected the backs of their 
retreating forces. The closest of the Prophet's Companions 4* then 
gathered around him, in an attempt to turn defeat into victory. Their 
efforts then sparked the return of their retreating forces. 



Truly, Allah has given you victory on many battlefields, and 
on the day of Hunain (battle) when you rejoiced at your great 
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number, but it availed you naught and the earth, vast as it is, 
was straitened for you, then you turned back in flight. Then 
Allah did send down His Sakinah (calmness, tranquillity and 
reassurance) on the Messenger (Muhammad *§§), and on the 
believers, and sent down forces (angels) which you saw not, 
and punished the disbelievers. Such is the recompense of 
disbelievers. Then after that Allah will accept the repentance of 
whom He wills. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

(Qur'an 9: 25-27) 

Now facing defeat, the forces of Hawazin and Thaqif became both 
confused and scattered. A number of them, among whom was 
Malik ibn 'Auf, sought refuge in At-Ta'if, where they sheltered 
themselves behind a fortress. And a number of them returned to 
Autas. To the latter group the Prophet sent a unit of fighters that 
was headed by Abu 'Aamir Al-Ash'ari. 

The Prophet set out from Hunain to At-Ta'if, where he besieged 
Malik and his followers for a long time somewhere between 23 and 
29 nights. Realizing that they could do nothing about neighboring 
tribes that had accepted Islam and pledged allegiance to the Prophet 
3H, Thaqif felt like they were trapped; and their situation worsened 
when an economic embargo was imposed against them. In 
Ramadan of the year 9 H, they went to the Prophet and 
announced their acceptance of Islam. And the Prophet $B; appointed 
'Uhtman ibn Abi Al-' Aas Ath-Thaqafi to be their leader. The first 
important battle that took place among the Arabs during the 
Prophet's lifetime was Badr, and the last of them was Hunain. 
Because these are the most significant of the battles that the Prophet 
•SH fought, they are often juxtaposed in speech, so that people say, 
"Badr and Hunain." 


- rbn Khaldun: 2/45 

- Ibn Hisham: 4/64 

- Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah: 4/322 

- At-Tabari: 3/72 

- Al-Kamil Fit-Tarikh: 2/177 

- 'Uyun Al-Athar: 2/187 
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Tabuk: 

The Battle of Al-TJsrah 

(Rajab, 9 H) 
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Allah has forgiven the Prophet (0), the Muhajirun (Muslim 
emigrants who left their homes and came to Al-Madinah) and 
the Ansar (Muslims of Al-Madinah) who followed him 
(Muhammad 0) in the time of distress (Tabuk expedition), 
after the hearts of a party of them had nearly deviated (from 
the Right Path), but He accepted their repentance. Certainly, 
He is to them full of kindness. Most Merciful. And (He did 
forgive also) the three who did not join (the Tabuk expedition 
and whose case was deferred by the Prophet for Allah's 
Decision) till for them the earth, vast as it is, was straitened and 
their own selves were straitened to them, and they perceived 
that there is no fleeing from Allah, and no refuge but with 
Him. Then, He forgave them (accepted their repentance), that 
they might beg for His Pardon (repent to Him). Verily, Allah is 
the One Who forgives and accepts repentance, the Most 
Merciful. 

(Qur'an 9: 117, 118) 

News reached the Messenger of Allah 0 about how the Romans 
were gathering forces in Ash-Sham (Syria and surrounding regions; 
these areas were then under the control of the Roman Empire), and 
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about the many units that were mobilizing in Al-Balqa (Jordan). In 
dealing with the threat, the Prophet ^ had all but two choices: 

1) Wait for them to launch an attack on Al-Madinah. 

2) Go to them in what would be a preventive war. 

The Messenger of Allah ^ chose the second option, the one that 
would involve a show of strength and honor. The Prophet ig then 
announced that they were going out for battle. As described in the 
above-mentioned verse, it was a time of distress the weather was 
extremely hot and they were undergoing a period of drought. 
Because the situation required immediate action, the Prophet $$, 
quickly assembled an army of 30,000 fighters and 10,000 horsemen. 

They set out in Rajab, in the year 9 H. They stopped at Tabuk, which 
was to be their central camp. After the gathered forces of the 
Romans became scattered and divided, Khalid ibn Al-Walid was 
sent to Daumatil-Jandal. Yuhannah ibn Rau'bah, of 'Ailah (Al- 
' Aqabah), came to Khalid 4® and made a peace pact on the condition 
that he was to pay a small amount of Jizyah to the Muslims. The 
people of Jarba and Adhrah came as well, making a similar 
agreement. 

Here are some of the most important things that took place during 
the Tabuk expedition: 

1) The Muslims set out to fight the Romans, in spite of the drought 
and the extreme heat: 
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Allah has forgiven the Prophet (i|), the Muhajirun (Muslim 
emigrants who left their homes and came to Al-Madinah) and 
the Ansar (Muslims of Al-Madinah) who followed him 
(Muhammad ^jg) in the time of distress (Tabuk expedition), 
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after the hearts of a party of them had nearly deviated (from 
the Right Path), but He accepted their repentance. Certainly, 

He is to them full of kindness, Most Merciful. And (He did 
forgive also) the three who did not join (the Tabuk expedition 
and whose case was deferred by the Prophet §|| for Allah's 
Decision) till for them the earth, vast as it is, was straitened and 
their own selves were straitened to them, and they perceived 
that there is no fleeing from Allah, and no refuge but with 
Him. Then, He forgave them (accepted their repentance), that 
they might beg for His Pardon (repent to Him). Verily, Allah is 
the One Who forgives and accepts repentance, the Most 
Merciful. 

(Qur'an 9: 117-118) 

2) Those who wept: When the Prophet made the announcement 
that people should get ready to depart for the Tabuk expedition, 
a number of Companions 4> came to him and said, "O 
Messenger of Allah, carry us (i.e., provide us with mounts so 
that we can come with you)." He glj said, "By Allah, I can find 
no (mounts) to carry you on." They turned back, and their eyes 
flowed with tears of sincere grief; it was most painful to them 
that they should have to stay behind from the expedition for the 
want of mounts and necessary provisions. Allah M then revealed 
this Verse: 
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Nor (is there blame) on those who came to you to be provided 
with mounts, when you said: "I can find no mounts for you," 
they turned back, while their eyes overflowing with tears of 
grief that they could not find anything to spend. 

(Qur'an 9: 92) 

Here is a list of those Companions 4b whose eyes flowed with tears 
of grief for not being able to join the expedition: 

• From the Banu 'Amr bin 'Auf bin 'Umair clan (from the 
Ansar): Salim ibn 'Umair 4», Tha'labah ibn Zaid 4b, 
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'Abdullah ibn Mughaffal m*, 'Ulbah bin Zaid 4®, 'Amr bin 
Al-Hammam bin Al-Jamuh, Hurmi bin 'Abdullah 4&, and 
'Irbad ibn Sariyah Al-Fazari 4b. 

• From the Bani Waqif clan: Hirmi bin 'Amr 4». 

• From Banu Mazin ibn An-Najjar: 'Abdur-Rahman ibn 
Ka'b 4^. 

• From Bani Al-Mu'alla: Salman ibn Sakhr 4®. 

• From Banu Harithah: 'Abdur-Rahman ibn Yazid 4&. 

• From Banu Salamah: 'Amr ibn 'Anamah 4a and 'Abdullah 
ibn 'Amr Al-Muzani 

• A number of people from Muqarrin: It is said that they were 
Ma'qil 4 *>, Suwaid 4b, and An-Nu'man 4b) however, it is also 
said that they were Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari 4b and his 
companions 4& from the people of Yemen. 

3) Those who stayed behind (The excuse-givers): When the 
Prophet and his Companions 4® were preparing to go to 
Tabuk, a group of Bedouins made excuses to explain why they 
could not go along for the expedition; but their excuses were 
weak and unacceptable. Those who excused themselves were a 
total of 82 men from the Banu Ghifar tribe. But Allah % did not 
accept their excuses: 
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Had it been a near gain (booty in front of them) and an easy 
journey, they would have followed you, but the distance 
(Tabuk expedition) was long for them; and they would swear 
by Allah: "If we only could, we would certainly have come 
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forth with you." They destroy their own selves, and Allah 
knows that they are surely liars. May Allah forgive you (O 
Muhammad s&). Why did you grant them leave (for remaining 
behind; you should have persisted as regards your order to 
them to proceed on Jihad), until those who told the truth were 
seen by you in a clear light, and you had known the liars? 
Those who believe in Allah and the Last Day would not ask 
your leave to be exempted from fighting with their properties 
and their lives; and Allah is All-Knower of Al-Muttaqun (the 
pious. 


(Qur'an 9: 42-44) 
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And those who made excuses from the bedouins came (to you, 

O Prophet stg) asking your permission to exempt them (from 
the battle), and those who had lied to Allah and His Messenger 
(#;) sat at home (without asking the permission for it); a 
painful torment will seize those of them who disbelieve. 

(Qur'an 9: 90) 

4) "The Three that Remained Behind": A few Muslims hesitated in 
their intention, and despite the fact that they were true, sincere 
Muslims, they ended up staying behind, a decision that they 
sincerely regretted later on. They were Ka'b ibn Malik ibn Abi 
Ka'b a brother of Banu Maslamah; Hilal ibn Umayyah a 
brother of Banu Waqif; and Murarah ibn Ar-Rabi' 4b, a brother 
of Banu 'Amr ibn 'Auf. There was a fourth sincere Muslim who 
lagged behind, Abu Khuthaimah ('Abdullah ibn Khuthaimah 
Al-Ansari), a brother of Banu Salim ibn 'Auf; but he ended up 
traveling all alone until he caught up with the Prophet i§ and 
the Muslims at Tabuk. As for the three others mentioned above, 
they sincerely repented. And when the Muslims returned from 
At-Tabuk, the three were punished with a kind of punishment 
that helped to purify their souls. The Muslims were ordered to 
boycott them to neither greet nor speak to them though the 
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three were free to go wherever they wanted. Then, after a very 
difficult period in which they repented their sin, the following 
Verses were revealed, announcing that Allah $£ had forgiven 
them: 
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Allah has forgiven the Prophet (#|), the Muhajirun (Muslim 
emigrants who left their homes and came to Al-Madinah) and 
the Ansar (Muslims of Al-Madinah) who followed him 
(Muhammad 3 §|) in the time of distress (Tabuk expedition), 
after the hearts of a party of them had nearly deviated (from 
the Right Path), but He accepted their repentance. Certainly, 
He is to them full of kindness, Most Merciful. And (He did 
forgive also) the three who did not join (the Tabuk expedition 
and whose case was deferred by the Prophet for Allah's 
Decision) till for them the earth, vast as it is, was straitened and 
their own selves were straitened to them, and they perceived 
that there is no fleeing from Allah, and no refuge but with 
Him. Then, He forgave them (accepted their repentance), that 
they might beg for His Pardon (repent to Him). Verily, Allah is 
the One Who forgives and accepts repentance, the Most 
Merciful. 

(Qur'an 9: 117-118) 

5) The hypocrites: Hypocrites are those who outwardly manifest 
Islam but inwardly harbor disbelief. The leader of the hypocrites 
was 'Abdullah ibn Ubai ibn Salul, who, before the migration of 
the Prophet had been nominated to become leader of Yathrib 
(Al-Madinah). 

Not wanting to be found out, and finding that they could create 
much mischief from within the ranks of the Muslims, the hypocrites 
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mingled freely among them. About the hypocrites, Allah $g said: 




Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depth (grade) of the 
Fire; no helper will you find for them. 

(Qur'an 4: 145) 

Hudhaifah ibn Al-Yaman 4k was the holder of the Prophet's secret 
knowledge regarding the hypocrites, meaning that the Prophet ii| 
told Hudhaifah 4b and no one else about the identities of the 
hypocrites. And that is why, when anyone would die after the 
lifetime of the Prophet #|, 'Umar 4k would wait to see if Hudhaifah 
4& attended the Funeral Prayer. If Hudhaifah 4& attended the 
Funeral Prayer, 'Umar 4& would come as well; otherwise, 'Umar 4k 
would abstain from participating in the Funeral Prayer and in the 
burial. 
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Those who stayed away (from Tabuk expedition) rejoiced in 
their staying behind the Messenger of Allah (^g); they hated to 
strive and fight with their properties and their lives in the 
Cause of Allah, and they said: "March not forth in the heat." 
Say: "The fire of Hell is more intense in heat;" if only they 
could understand! So let them laugh a little and (they will) cry 
much as a recompense of what they used to earn (by 
committing sins). 

(Qur'an 9: 81-82) 

6) Surat At-Tawbah, in which certain points are mentioned in 
regards to the Tabuk expedition, mentions " As-Sdbiqun (literally: 
the ones who come first or the ones who precede others) Al- 
Aivwalun (literally: the first ones) (Qur'an 9: 100)." Scholars of 
Tafsir disagree about the identities of the Sdbiqun Al-Awwalun. It 
is said that they are those who pledged allegiance to the 
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Messenger of Allah gS in Bai'atur-Ridwan, under the tree at Al- 
Hudaibiyah. Among other views in the matter is that they are 
the ones who accepted Islam early enough to have prayed 
towards both Qiblahs (Baitul-Maqdis and the Ka'bah) and who 
participated in the Battles of Badr and Uhud. According to Ar- 
Razi, the first ones to migrate and to help (i.e., the Ansar) are 
those who raced to embrace Islam. But racing to embrace Islam 
(preceding others) does not necessarily mean racing to migrate. 
What he is saying, it seems, is that the verse refers both to 
members of the Muhajirun (those who migrated to Al-Madinah) 
and the Ansar ('The Helpers': Native dwellers of Al-Madinah 
who accepted Islam and welcomed those who migrated to their 
land). 
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And the foremost to embrace Islam of the Muhajirun (those 
who migrated from Makkah to Al-Madinah) and the Ansar 
(the citizens of Al-Madinah who helped and gave aid to the 
Muhajirun ) and also those who followed them exactly (in 
Faith). Allah is well-pleased with them as they are well-pleased 
with Him. He has prepared for them Gardens under which 
rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein forever. That is the 
supreme success. (Qur'an 9: 100) 


Ibn Khaldun: 2/44 
Ibn Sa'd: 2/165 
Ibn Hisham: 4/118 
Usdul-Ghabah: 5/93 
Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah: 5/2 
Tarikh At-Tabari: 2/102, 3/100 
Tafsir At-Tabari: 6/213, 7/6 
Ruhul-Ma'&ni: 6/231 
Fathul-Qadir: 2/393 
AL-Kamil Fit-T&rikh: 2/189 
'Uyun Al-Athar: 2/216 
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Freedom from (all) obligations (is declared) from Allah and 
His Messenger (^) to those of the Mushrikun (polytheists, 
pagans, idolaters, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah), with 
whom you made a treaty. So travel freely (O Mushrikun) for 
four months (as you will) throughout the land, but know that 
you cannot escape (from the punishment of) Allah; and Allah 
will disgrace the disbelievers. And a declaration from Allah 
and His Messenger (3||) to mankind on the greatest day (the 
10th of Dhul-Hijjah — the 12th month of Islamic calendar) that 
Allah is free from (all) obligations to the Mushrikun and so is 
His Messenger (#|). So if you ( Mushrikun ) repent, it is better for 
you, but if you turn away, then know that you cannot escape 
(from the punishment of) Allah. And give tidings (O 
Muhammad #g) of a painful torment to those who 
disbelieve. Except those of the Mushrikun with whom you 
have a treaty, and who have not subsequently failed you in 
aught, nor have supported anyone against you. So fulfil their 
treaty to them for the end of their term. Surely, Allah loves Al- 
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Muttaqun (the pious). Then when the Sacred Months (the 1st, 
7th, 11th, and 12th months of the Islamic calendar) have 
passed, then kill the Mushrikun wherever you find them, and 
capture them and besiege them, and lie in wait for them in 
every ambush. But if they repent [by rejecting Shirk (polythe- 
ism) and accept Islamic Monotheism] and perform As-Saldt 
(the prayers), and give Zakdt (obligatory charity), then leave 
their way free. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 
And if anyone of the Mushrikun (polytheists, idolaters, pagans, 
disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah) seeks your protection 
then grant him protection so that he may hear the Word of 
Allah (the Qur'an) and then escort him to where he can be 
secure, that is because they are men who know not. How can 
there be a covenant with Allah and with His Messenger (£§;) 
for the Mushrikun (polytheists, idolaters, pagans, disbelievers 
in the Oneness of Allah) except those with whom you made a 
covenant near Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah)? So long as 
they are true to you, stand you true to them. Verily, Allah loves 
Al-Muttaqun (the pious). How (can there be such a covenant 
with them) that when you are overpowered by them, they 
regard not the ties, either of kinship or of covenant with you? 
With (good words from) their mouths they please you, but 
their hearts are averse to you, and most of them are Fasiqun 
(rebellious, disobedient to Allah). They have purchased with 
the Aydt (proofs, evidences. Verses, lessons, signs, revelations, 
etc.) of Allah a little gain, and they hindered men from His 
way; evil indeed is that which they used to do. With regard to 
a believer, they respect not the ties, either of kinship or of 
covenant! It is they who are the transgressors. But if they 
repent [by rejecting Shirk (polytheism) and accept Islamic 
Monotheism], perform As-Saldt (the prayers) and give Zakdt 
(obligatory charity), then they are your brethren in religion. (In 
this way) We explain the Aydt (proofs, evidences, Verses, 
lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) in detail for a people who 
know. But if they violate their oaths after their covenant, and 
attack your religion with disapproval and criticism then fight 
(you) the leaders of disbelief (chiefs of Quraish pagans of 
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Makkah) — for surely, their oaths are nothing to them — so 
that they may stop (evil actions). Will you not fight a people 
(pagans of Makkah) who have violated their oaths and 
intended to expel the Messenger (gfl) while they did attack 
you first? Do you fear them? Allah has more right that you 
should fear Him if you are believers. Fight against them so that 
Allah will punish them by your hands and disgrace them and 
give you victory over them and heal the breasts of a believing 
people, and remove the anger of their (believers') hearts. Allah 
accepts the repentance of whom He wills. Allah is All- 
Knowing, All-Wise. Do you think that you shall be left alone 
while Allah has not yet tested those among you who have 
striven hard and fought and have not taken Walijah [( Bitanah 
— helpers, advisors and consultants from disbelievers, pagans) 
giving openly to them their secrets] besides Allah and His 
Messenger (j||), and the believers. Allah is Well-Acquainted 
with what you do. It is not for the Mushrikun (polytheists, 
idolaters, pagans, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah) to 
maintain the mosques of Allah (i.e. to pray and worship Allah 
therein, to look after their cleanliness and their building), while 
they witness against their own selves of disbelief. The works of 
such are in vain and in Fire shall they abide. The mosques of 
Allah shall be maintained only by those who believe in Allah 
and the Last Day; perform As-Saldt (the prayers), and give 
Zakdt (obligatory charity) and fear none but Allah. It is they 
who are on true guidance. Do you consider the providing of 
drinking water for the pilgrims and the maintenance of Al- 
Masjid Al-Hardm (at Makkah) as equal to the one who believes 
in Allah and the Last Day, and strives hard and fights in the 
Cause of Allah? They are not equal before Allah. And Allah 
guides not those people who are the Zalimun (polytheists and 
wrong doers). Those who believed (in the Oneness of Allah — 
Islamic Monotheism) and emigrated and strove hard and 
fought in Allah's Cause with their wealth and their lives, are 
far higher in degree with Allah. They are the successful. Their 
Lord gives them glad tidings of mercy from Him, and His 
being pleased (with them), and of Gardens (Paradise) for them 
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wherein are everlasting delights. They will dwell therein 
forever. Verily, with Allah is a great reward. O you who 
believe! Take not as Auliya' (supporters and helpers) your 
fathers and your brothers if they prefer disbelief to Belief. And 
whoever of you does so, then he is one of the Zalimun (wrong 
doers). 

(Qur'an 9: 1-23) 


ZjJ* Til_j jii===i->j i c, 

(wa) \ ^ o * 


There is no sin on you if you seek the bounty of your Lord 
(during pilgrimage by trading). Then when you leave 'Arafat, 
remember Allah (by glorifying His Praises, i.e., prayers and 
invocations) at the Mash'ar-il-Hardm. And remember Him (by 
invoking Allah for all good) as He has guided you, and verily, 
you were, before, of those who were astray. 

(Qur'an 2: 198) 

"The Greatest Day" refers to the Hajj of 'Arafah, distinguishing it 
(The Greater Hajj ) from 'Umrah. It is also said that it refers to the Day 
of An-Nahr. It is called the Greater Hajj (The Greater Pilgrimage) 
because 'Umrah is called the Lesser Hajj (The Lesser Pilgrimage). It is 
also called the Greater Hajj because among the pilgrims of that 
particular Hajj was Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq 4e. 

As for the Farewell Pilgrimage (Hajjatul-Wida'), Hajjatul-Balagh, or 
the Pilgrimage of Islam ( Hajjatul-Islam ), these all refer to the Hajj of 
the year 10 H, the only year in which the Prophet performed Hajj. 
There are many important lessons that the Prophet 0. taught during 
that pilgrimage; one of those lessons was that, no matter how rich or 
poor a person is, and no matter what color a person is, he is 
inherently equal to all other human beings: the only factor that can 
make a person superior to others is the level of his Taqwa (piety). 

After Islam began to spread, there are four major routes people took 
in traveling from their lands to Makkah for Hajj (these routes are 
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outlined in the maps on the following pages): 

1) Al-Hajj Ash-Shami (Which came through Ash-Sham) 

2) Al-Hajj Al-Misri (Which came through Egypt) 

3) Al-Hajj Al-'Iraqi (Which came through Iraq) 

4) Al-Hajj Al-Yameni (Which came through Yemen) 


- Ibn Hisham: 2/352 

- Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah: 5/109 

- At-Tafsir Al-Munir: 10/102 

- Safwatut-Taf&sir: 1/521 

- At-Tabari: 3/148 

- Al-Kashshaf: 2/246 
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And Muhammad (*g) is no more than a Messenger, and 
indeed (many) Messengers have passed away before him. If he 
dies or is killed, will you then turn back on your heels (as 
disbelievers)? And he who turns back on his heels, not the least 
harm will he do to Allah; and Allah will give reward to those 
who are grateful. 

(Qur'an 3: 144) 


dp ~^y o* <ju! ^ 

ah' ^j'y iujJ ojilii xj' js-k— <j^ jf' ca^Jp^' 


<Ui'j 4-LXi 4X> 


O you who believe! Whoever from among you turns back from 
his religion (Islam), Allah will bring a people whom He will 
love and they will love Him; humble towards the believers, 
stern towards the disbelievers, fighting in the way of Allah, 
and never fear the blame of the blamers. That is the Grace of 
Allah which He bestows on whom He wills. And Allah is All- 
Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All-Knower. 

(Qur'an 5: 54) 

As for the saying of Allah ®g, "Allah will bring a people whom He 
will love and they will love Him; humble towards the believers, 
stern towards the disbelievers, fighting in the way of Allah, and 
never afraid of the blame of the blamers." (Qur'an 5: 54), the 
scholars of Tafsir say that the Verse is referring to Abu Bakr As- 
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Siddiq 4b and his companions who fought with him against the 
apostates. 

When the Prophet ^ died, many Arab tribes apostatized; some of 
them did so when they refused to pay Zakat; and others, when they 
sided with liars who claimed to be prophets, such as Musailamah 
Al-Kadhdhab, Tulaihah Al-Asdi, and Sujah. 

Abu Bakr As-Siddiq prepared 11 armies, and he followed their 
progress closely from Al-Madinah, as if he were seated in a modern- 
day command center. He was able to keep a close eye on the 
progress of his armies their comings and goings, their daily battles, 
their movements and strategy, etc., through military messengers, 
who went back and forth with messages to and from Abu Bakr 
and the leaders of his armies. 

The decisive battle took place in Al-Yamamah against Musailamah 
Al-Kaddhab and his followers. The battle reached its climax in a 
garden that, from then on, became known as Hadiqatul-Mawt (The 
Garden of Death). It was there that many eminent Companions 4b 
showed wonderful examples of bravery and sacrifice. Musailamah 
was killed by the sword of 'Abdullah ibn Zaid Al-Ansari 4b and the 
spear of Wahshi And the main responsibility of leading the 
Muslims and ending the apostate movement rested on the shoulders 
of Khalid ibn Al-Walid After the Muslims were victorious in the 
Apostate Wars, Abu Bakr As-Siddiq 4$ began to send armies to 
conquer Iraq and to free the lands of Ash-Sham, thus bringing 
people out of the darkness of disbelief and into the light of belief. 


- AI-Bidayah wan-Nihayah: 6/311 

- At-Tabari: 2/241 

- Al-Kamil Fit-Tarikh: 2/231 
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The Eleven Armies And Leaders 
Of The Apostate Wars 


S.No. 

Leader Of The Army 

Destination Of The Army 


Khalid ibn Al-Walid 

To Buzakhah, where Tulaihah ibn 
Khuwailid Al-Asdi and his 
followers lived. The army then 
traveled to Al-Battah, where Malik 
ibn Nuwairah and his followers 
lived. Finally, the army proceeded 
to Al-Yamamah, to participate in 
the battle against Musailamah Al- 
Kaddhab. 

2 

'Ikrimah ibn Abi Jahl 

This army, led by Tkrimah 
went to Al-Yamamah, where 
Musailamah ibn Al-Kaddhab and 
his followers lived. 'Ikrimah's 
army, or unit, was needed to help 
the greater army of Khalid ibn Al- 
Walid Afterwards, 'Ikrimah's 

army moved on to Oman, where 
Dhut-Taj, or Laqit ibn Malik Al- 
Azdi lived. They then moved on to 
Muhrah, to Hadramawt, and then 
finally to Yemen. 

3 

'Amr ibn Al-'Aas 

'Amr's army went to Tabuk and 
Daumatil-Jandal, where the tribes 
of Quda'ah, Di'ah, and Al-Haarith 
lived. 
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S.No. 

Leader Of The Army 

Destination Of The Army 

4 

Shurahbil ibn Hasanah 

Following the lead of 'Ikrimah's 
unit, Shurahbil's unit went to Al- 
Yamamah, and it too was 
considered a precautionary and 
additional unit to the larger 
Muslim army that was already 
there. Afterwards, they moved on 
to Hadramawt. 

5 

Khalid ibn Sa'eed ibn Al- 
'Aas 

This army traveled to Al-Hamqatain 
(the highlands of Ash-Sham) 

6 

Turaifah ibn Hajiz 

This army traveled to the east of 
Makkah and Madinah, to where 
the tribes of Hawazin and Banu 
Sulaim were situated. 

7 

Al-'Ala ibn Al-Hadrami 

4b 

A1-' Ala's army traveled to Bahrain, 
where Al-Maghrur, Al-Mundhir ibn 
An-Nau'man ibn Al-Mundhir, lived. 

8 

Hudhaifah ibn Mihsan Al- 
Ghalfani 

Hudhaifah's army traveled to 
'Oman (the people of Diba), where 
Dhut-Taj, or Laqeet ibn Malik Al- 
Azdi, lived. It then moved on to 
Muhrah, to Hadramawt, and 
finally to Yemen. 

9 

'Arfajah ibn Harthamah 
Al-Bariqi 

'Arfajah's army first went to Oman 
then Muhrah, then to Hadramawt, 
and finally to Yemen. 

10 

Al-Muhajir ibn Abi 
Umayyah 

This army first went to Yemen; 
afterwards it went to Kandah and 
then to Hadramawt. 


11 Suwaid ibn Muqarrin Al- Suwaid's army went to Tuhamatul- 
Muzani Yemen and then traveled along the 


shores of the Red Sea, from Makkah 
until Bab Al-Mandib 
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Appendix 


To make this Atlas more comprehensive, I include here a description 
of places, peoples, and persons that are mentioned either explicitly 
or implicitly in the Noble Qur'an and that do not require any map or 
picture for me to describe them. 



• "And waste not by extravagance" 



"And it is He Who produces gardens trellised and untrellised, 
and date-palms, and crops of different shape and taste (its 
fruits and its seeds) and olives, and pomegranates, similar (in 
kind) and different (in taste). Eat of their fruit when they ripen, 
but pay the due thereof (its Zakat, according to Allah's Orders 
l/10th or l/20th) on the day of its harvest, and waste not by 
extravagance. Verily, He likes not Al-Musrifun (those who 
waste by extravagance)." 

(Qur'an 6: 141) 

This was revealed in regards to Thabit ibn Qais ibn Shammas, who 
cut off all of the fruits of his trees and fed them to others; by the time 
nightfall came, he had no fruits left that he could call his own. 



• "He will be cut off" 
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"For he who makes you angry (O Muhammad 5 §g, - he will be 
cut off (from every good thing in this world and in the 
Hereafter)." 

(Qur'an 108: 3) 

This verse was revealed about Al-'Aas ibn Wa'il. When the 
Prophet's son Al-Qasim died, Al-'Aas said the following about the 
Prophet "Leave him, for he is a man who is cut off: he has no 
offspring (i.e., he will have no descendents). When he dies, he will 
no longer be remembered." In reality, as we are reminded of in the 
above verse, it is Al-'Aas who is cut off cut off, from the mercy of 
Allah M. 


• "Abu Lahab" 




"Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab (an uncle of the Prophet 
3f|), and perish he! His wealth and his children (etc.) will not 
benefit him! He will be burnt in a Fire of blazing flames! And 
his wife too, who carries wood (thorns of Sadan which she 
used to put on the way of the Prophet or used to slander 
him). In her neck is a twisted rope of Masad (palm fibre)." 

(Qur'an 111: 1-5) 

Abu Lahab's full name is 'Abdul-'Uzza ibn 'Abdul-Muttalib, and he 
was one of the uncles of the Messenger of Allah s|g. His wife was 
'Arwa Umm Jamil, a sister of Abu Sufyan; she was called, as is 
mentioned in the above verse, the one 'who carries wood.' This, a 
famous metaphor in the Arabic language, refers to a slanderer. 
These two - Abu Lahab and 'Arwa showed unmitigated enmity and 
cruelness to the Messenger of Allah 



• "Four are Sacred" 
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"Verily, the number of months with Allah is twelve months (in 
a year), so was it ordained by Allah on the Day when He 
created the heavens and the earth; of them four are Sacred, 
(i.e., the 1st, the 7th, the 11th, and the 12th months of the 
Islamic calendar). That is the right religion, so wrong not 
yourselves therein, and fight against the Mushrikoon (poly- 
theists, pagans, idolators, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah) 
collectively, as they fight against you collectively. But know 
that Allah is with those who are Al-Muttaqun (the pious)/' 

(Qur'an 9: 36) 

These, in their proper order, are the twelve months of the lunar 
calendar: Muharram, Safar, Rabi' Al-Awwal, Rabi' Ath-Thani, 
Jumada Al-Ulah, Jumada Ath-Thaniyah, Rajab, Sha'ban, Ramadan, 
Shawwal, Dhul-Qa'dah, and Dhul-Hijjah. 

As the above-mentioned verse clarifies, four of these months are 
sacred. They are Dhul-Qa'dah, Dhul-Hijjah, Muharram (these three 
come one after the other), and Rajab (which is preceded and 
followed by months that are not from the Sacred Months). These are 
sacred and inviolable months, months in which people should strive 
to do more acts of worship, and in which fighting is prohibited, so as 
to ensure safety for Hajj (in the first three of the sacred months) and 
'Umrah (in Rajab). 




• "The wife of Fir'aun" 

IjJ) j\ Llij £,} ij liii 'b/ yvc c/Ji 

4© |2j 

"And the wife of Fir' aun (Pharaoh) said: 'A comfort of the eye 
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for me and for you. Kill him not, perhaps he may be of benefit 
to us, or we may adopt him as a son/ And they perceive not 
(the result of that)." 

(Qur'an 28: 9) 

Fir'aun's wife was Aasiyah bint Muzahim, a noble and pious 
believer, whose heart Allah M filled with compassion for Musa >&£y. 



"A comfort of the eye for me and for you. Kill him not, perhaps 
he may be of benefit to us, or we may adopt him as a son." 

And Allah 3® honored her with true Imdn (Faith). 


l$ia>t Ji\ o-uJl jif 


• "The people of a town they asked them for food" 


Ify ^1 Jli 9 Is O' 


"Then they both proceeded, till, when they came to the people 
of a town, they asked them for food, but they refused to 
entertain them. Then they found therein a wall about to 
collapse and he (Khidr) set it up straight. [Musa (Moses)] said: 

"If you had wished, surely, you could have taken wages for 
it!" 

(Qur'an 18: 77) 

The name of the town is not mentioned in the above Verse, which is 
why people differ about which town is being referred to. Some say 
that it is Antakiyah; others, that it is Ailah (Al-'Aqabah); others, that 
it is Tanjah; and yet others, that it is a city in the region of Al- 
Buhairat Al-Murrah. 

The following is taken from Ibn Al-Qayyim's book Miftah Darus- 
Sa'adah: "A questioner asked about the name of the town that is 
referred to in Surat Al-Kahf (i.e., the above-mentioned Verse). It has 
been said that it is Ailah (Al-'Aqabah); it has also been said that it is 
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Antakiyah, or Tanjah, or the meeting of the Gulf of Al-'Aqabah and 
the Gulf of As-Suweis, or that it is beside Al-Buhairat Al-Murrah. 
Allah did not mention the name of the town, thus protecting it 
from being exposed for the quality of miserliness, a quality that is 
hated by Allah % as well as by people. Had Allah $g mentioned the 
name of the town, the reputation of being miserly would have stuck 
to its inhabitants until the Day of Resurrection. 





• "The two seas" 



"He has let loosed the two seas (the salt water and the sweet) 
meeting together. Between them is a barrier which none of 
them can transgress." 

(Qur'an 55: 19, 20) 

Two bodies of water, one salty and one sweet, neighbor one another 
and even meet, yet they do not mix; there is a barrier between them, 
so that they do not mix. The same can be said about warm sea 
currents (such as the Gulf current) and cold currents (such as the 
Labrador current): the two meet but do not mix with one another. 

{Cj'f 

• "And the inhabitants of the city came rejoicing (at the 
news of the young men's arrival)." (Qur'an 15: 67) 

Coming from the city of Soddom, these, the people of Lot, were 
rejoicing at the news of Lot's guests; their intention was to commit 
lewd acts on them. 
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• "And he entered the city at a time of unawareness of its 
people;" (Qur'an 28: 15) 

This is referring to when Musa entered either the city of Manf 
(Memphis) or Heliopolis (The Eye of the Sun), in Egypt. 
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• "And We gave them refuge on high ground..." (Qur'an 
23:50) 

This high ground is Jairun (in or near Damascus), though some 
believe that the verse is referring to a highland area somewhere near 
or in the land of Jerusalem. 




• "Ribbiyun" 
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"And many a Prophet (i.e., many from amongst the Prophets) 
fought (in Allah's Cause) and along with him (fought) Ribbiyun 
(large bands of religious learned men). But they never lost 
heart for that which did befall them in Allah's way, nor did 
they weaken nor degrade themselves. And Allah loves As- 
Sdbirin (the patient ones etc.)." 

(Qur'an 3: 146) 

Ribbiyun refers to scholars who educate, train, and raise people to 
higher levels of faith. They are righteous slaves of Allah, and they 
are wise, learned men of the religion. 


(a uj\J- $) 


• Zaid ibn Harithah 
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"And (remember) when you said to him (Zaid ibn Harithah 
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4b, the freed slave of the Prophet *§§) on whom Allah has 
bestowed Grace (by guiding him to Islam) and you (O 
Muhammad) have done favor (by manumitting him) "Keep 
your wife to yourself, and fear Allah." But you did hide in 
yourself (i.e., what Allah has already made known to you that 
He will give her to you in marriage) that which Allah will 
make manifest, you did fear the people (i.e., Muhammad 
married the divorced wife of his manumitted slave) whereas 
Allah had a better right that you should fear Him. So when 
Zaid had accomplished his desire from her (i.e., divorced her). 
We gave her to you in marriage, so that (in future) there may 
be no difficulty to the believers in respect of (the marriage of) 
the wives of their adopted sons when the latter have no desire 
to keep them (i.e., they have divorced them). And Allah's 
Command must be fulfilled." 

(Qur'an 33: 37) 



"on whom Allah has bestowed Grace": by guiding Zaid ibn 
Harithah to Islam. 
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"And you (O Muhammad) have done favor (by manumitting 
him)": By not only emancipating Zaid *&>, but also providing 
him with a good upbringing. 

"Keep your wife to yourself": This is referring to Zainab bint 
Jahsh 



• "As-Samiri" 



'jfcL jJjjo lli# Ji 6U 
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"(Allah) said: Verily! We have tried your people in your 
absence, and As-Samiri has led them astray.” 

(Qur'an 20: 85) 


<M ulp- i^Jj &L uil Z 


"They said: We broke not the promise to you, of our own will, 
but we were made to carry the weight of the ornaments of the 
[Fir'aun's (Pharaoh's)] people, then we cast them (into the fire), 
and that was what As-Samiri suggested.” 

(Qur'an 20: 87) 

"[Musa (Moses)] said: And what is the matter with you, O 
Samiri (i.e., why did you do so?)?” 

(Qur'an 20: 95) 

As-Samiri was originally from the town of Bajarma, which is 
situated in Syria, beside the Euphrates River, near the city of Ar- 
Raqqah. After first going to Egypt, As-Samiri then moved on to 
Sinai. He was both a magician and a hypocrite, and he came from a 
people who worshipped cows. While Musa was away, As-Samiri 
gathered some pieces of jewelry and formed a calf out of them. He 
then invited Musa's people to worship that calf. 



• "As-Saddain" (The two mountains)” 
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"Until, when he reached between two mountains, he found, 
before (near) them (those two mountains), a people who 
scarcely understood a word.” 

(Qur'an 18: 93) 

The area referred to above is situated between two huge barriers, 
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where the lands of Mongolia end, not too far from Azerbaijan and 
Armenia. As-Saddain is the dual form for the word Sadd, which At- 
Tabari defined as being a barrier between two things. The meaning 
in this context is two mountains, between which a barrier was made. 
It was Dhul-Qarnain who filled up the barrier, in order to prevent 
the tribes of Ya'juj and Ma'juj from creating mischief and plundering 
neighboring towns and villages. It is said that the As-Sadddn are 
situated near the Gate of Gates (Dirband). 



• "And you dwelt in the dwellings of men who wronged 
themselves..." (Qur'an 14: 45) 

Of the various views in the matter, the strongest is that the above 
verse is referring to the dwellings of Salih, in southern Tabuk. The 
meaning of the verse is: You dwelt in the dwellings of men who 
wronged themselves and whom we consequently destroyed; will 
you then not reflect on and learn a lesson from their dwellings? 



• "As-Salwa (The quails)" 
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"And we shaded you with clouds and sent down on you AI- 
Manna and the quails, (saying): "Each of the good lawful 
things We have provided for you," (but they rebelled). And 
they did not wronged Us but they wronged themselves." 

(Qur'an 2: 57) 


o- 
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"And We divided them into 12 tribes (as distinct) nations. We 
directed Musa (Moses) by inspiration, (saying): 'Strike the 
stone with your stick/ and there gushed forth out of it 12 
springs: each group knew its own place for water. We shaded 
them with the clouds and sent down upon them Al-Manna and 
the quails (saying): 'Eat of the good things with which We 
have provided you/ They harmed Us not but they used to 
harm themselves." 


(Qur'an 7: 160) 
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"O Children of Israel! We delivered you from your enemy, and 
We made it covenants with you on the right side of the Mount, 
and We sent down to you Al-Manna and quails ( As-Salwa )." 

(Qur'an 20: 80) 

As-Salwa is a bird that is actually similar to a quail, and its taste is 
delicious. The majority of Tafsir scholars hold this view. 

i ® 

• "We shall brand him over the nose!" (Qur'an 68: 16) 

This verse was revealed about Al-Walid ibn Al-Mughirah. It means: 
We shall brand him on his nose, so that he will be known by that 
disgrace until his death. 



• "Two parties" 


"When two parties from among you were about to lose heart, 
but Allah was their Wall (Supporter and Protector). And in 
Allah should the believers put their trust." 

(Qur'an 3: 122) 
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The parties referred to in this verse are two Ansar clans: Banu 
Salamah and Banu Harithah. These clans almost lost heart; they 
intended to leave Uhud after the betrayal of 'Abdullah ibn Ubai ibn 
Salul, who retreated with one-third of the army. Ibn Salul said, "For 
what reason should we kill ourselves and our children!" The two 
aforementioned clans from the Ansar intended to leave as well, but 
then Allah M protected them, and they remained with the 
Messenger of Allah 




• "Two sects" (Qur'an 6: 156) 

CA LL* (j-j (jrCj^Uo ijf' 


"Lest you. (pagan Arabs) should say: The Book was only sent 
down to two sects before us (the Jews and Christians), and for 
our part, we were in fact unaware of what they studied." 

(Qur'an 6: 156) 

The two sects referred to in this verse are the Jews and the 
Christians. 


• "And they ask you about Dhul-Qarnain" (Qur'an 18:83) 

Contrary to what some claim, he is definitely not Alexander of 
Macedon. Rather, Dhul-Qarnain was a righteous king, who was 
given both knowledge and wisdom. He was called Dhul-Qarnain 
(Qarnain is the dual form of Qam, which means 'horn'), because he 
was the king of both eastern lands and western lands. He was a just, 
Muslim king. 





• "Have you not looked at him who disputed with Ibrahim 
(Abraham) about his Lord (Allah)?" (Qur'an 2: 258) 
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It was An-Namrud ibn Kan'an who disputed with Ibrahim about 
the existence of Allah %. 





• "Surely! Those who disbelieved in Our Ayat (proofs, 
evidences. Verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.)/' 
(Qur'an 4: 56) 

This Verse is referring to Al-'Aas ibn Wail ibn Hashim As-Sahmi Al- 
Qurashi, who was from those who mocked and derided the Prophet 
Sfe in particular, and the Muslims in general. 


• "Or like the one who passed by a town and it had tumbled 
over its roofs." 
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"Or like the one who passed by a town and it had tumbled 
over its roofs. He said: 'Oh! How will Allah ever bring it to life 
after its death?' So Allah caused him to die for a hundred 
years, then raised him up (again). He said: 'How long did you 
remain (dead)?' He (the man) said: '(Perhaps) I remained 
(dead) a day or part of a day.' He said: 'Nay, you have 
remained (dead) for a hundred years, look at your food and 
your drink, they show no change; and look at your donkey! 
And thus We have made of you a sign for the people. Look at 
the bones, how We bring them together and clothe them with 
flesh.' When this was clearly shown to him, he said, 'I know 
(now) that Allah is able to do all things'." 

(Qur'an 2: 259) 
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The town mentioned at the beginning of the Verse is Jerusalem 
(Iliya), after it had been brought to ruin by Bukhtanassar. 



• "Those who are miserly" 
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"Those who are miserly and enjoin miserliness on other men 
and hide what Allah has bestowed upon them of His Bounties. 
And We have prepared for the disbelievers a disgraceful 
torment." 

(Qur'an 4: 37) 

This Verse was revealed for a group of Jews, who used to say to the 
Ansar , "Do not spend your wealth for Jihad or for charity." 

• "And for those who accuse their wives..." (Qur'an 24: 6) 

An incident between Hilal ibn Umayyah and his wife prompted 
the revealing of this verse. In the presence of the Prophet Hilal ^ 
accused his wife of committing adultery with Sharik ibn Sahm 4*. 



• "Verily! Those who call you from behind the dwellings," 
(Qur'an 49: 4) 

'Uyainah ibn Hisn and Al-Aqra' ibn Habis led a delegation of 70 
men from Banu Tamim who had all come to see the Messenger of 
Allah s|§. They came to him at noontime, when he was taking his 
midday nap. They called out from outside, "O Muhammad, come 
out to us." 




"And if they had patience till you could come out to them, it 
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would have been better for them." 


(Qur'an 49: 5) 





• "Was there any town (community) that believed (after 
seeing the punishment)..." (Qur'an 10: 98) 

The town being referred to is Ninawa, the town of Yunus >&. 


• "Qarun" 
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"Verily, Qarun (Korah) was of Musa's (Moses) people, but he 
behaved arrogantly towards them. And We gave him of the 
treasures, that of which the keys would have been a burden to 
a body of strong men. When his people said to him: Do not be 
glad (with ungratefulness to Allah's Favors). Verily! Allah likes 
not those who are glad (with ungratefulness to Allah's 
Favors)." 

(Qur'an 28: 76) 
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"And (We destroyed also) Qarun, (Korah), Fir'aun (Pharaoh), 
and Haman. And indeed Musa (Moses) came to them with 
clear Kyat (proofs, evidences. Verses, lessons, signs, revela- 
tions, etc.), but they were arrogant in the land, yet they could 
not outstrip Us (escape Our punishment)." 

(Qur'an 29: 40) 



"To Fir'aun (Pharaoh), Haman, and Qarun (Korah), but they 
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called (him): "A sorcerer, a liar!" 


(Qur'an 40: 24) 

Fir'aun (Pharaoh) was the well-known tyrant, and Haman was his 
minister. And Qarun, the cousin of Musa >&, was an extremely 
wealthy man. Based on the wealth that Allah M blessed him with, 
Qarun thought he was superior to others, and so he began to deal 
with his people in an arrogant and high-handed manner. 

• "And the towns which We had blessed," (Qur'an 34: 18) 

The area referred to in this verse extends from the lands of Saba' to 
the towns of Ash-Sham; they are a series of towns that come one 
after another from Yemen to Ash-Sham. These towns are so close to 
one another that it is often the case that, while one is in certain areas 
of one of the towns, one can see the town that is next to it. 

• "The town on which was rained the evil rain." (Qur'an 25: 
40) 

This Verse is referring to the town of Prophet Lot <&, Sodom and 
Gomorrah. The Quraish would often pass it on their way to doing 
business in Ash-Sham. 


• "This town whose people are oppressors;" (Qur'an 4: 75) 

This Verse is referring to Makkah, which remained a land of 
disbelief until it was conquered in the year 8 H. 'Whose people' 
refers to the leaders of the Quraish, who prevented the weak 
Muslims from migrating to Al-Madinah, and who, until the year 8 
H, forbade Makkah's inhabitants from openly practicing the religion 
of Islam. 


<4 4.2; 1 ,la> 

• "A township, that dwelt secure and well content." (Qur'an 
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16: 112) 

Although it seems obvious that the verse is referring to Makkah, 
some believe that it is referring to another township that is meant to 
serve as an example for Makkah. Ar-Razi said, "This is an example 
for the people of Makkah, for they lived a life of safety, comfort, and 
prosperity. Then Allah M sent a great blessing to them, Muhammad 
but they disbelieved in him and inflicted a great deal of harm 
upon him. And so Allah M punished them with drought and hunger 
for a number of years. 

4©./ (4 JLiil 

• "....stronger than your town which has driven you out.." 
(Qur'an 47: 13) 

There were many evil inhabitants of other townships who were 
stronger and mightier than the people of Makkah. But the end of all 
of them was utter destruction. 

• "For the taming of the Quraish." (Qur'an 106: 1) 

Quraish is derived from the word Al-Qarsh, which means: gathering 
together, joining together, and (mutually) profiting. 

• "...and whose heart is at rest with Faith;" (Qur'an 16: 106) 

The polytheists continued to physically torture 'Ammar ibn Yasir 4* 
until they succeeded in forcing him to utter words of disbelief. 
People then began to say, '"Ammaar 4® has indeed disbelieved." 
Knowing that to be utterly untrue, the Prophet ^ said, "Indeed, 

1 \s\-p- \ ^ ^ A 0 *^ 4 ° ( 1 ) 1 * 

'Ammar is filled with Imdn (Faith) from his hairline (his head) 
until his feet. And Iman (Faith) is mixed in his flesh and blood." 

After 'Ammar 4* was released by the disbelievers, he 4 & went to the 
Prophet crying. The Messenger of Allah asked him. 
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"What state do you find your heart to be in?" 

'Ammar 4^ answered, "It is at rest with Faith." The Prophet ig said, 
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"If they return, then do it again (i.e., if, through physical 
torture, they force you to utter words of disbelief, then comply 
with their request, but let your heart be at rest with Faith)." 

Jji) 1 


• "The statement of her that disputes with you" 
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"Indeed Allah has heard the statement of her (Khaulah bint 
ThaTabah) that disputes with you (O Muhammad #0 
concerning her husband (Aus ibn As-Samit), and complains 
to Allah. And Allah hears the argument between you both. 
Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer. Those among you who 
make their wives unlawful (Az-Zihar, which is the saying of a 
husband to his wife: 'You are to me like the back of my mother 
(i.e., unlawful for me to approach') to them by saying to them 
"You are like my mother's back." They cannot be their 
mothers. None can be their mothers except those who gave 
them birth. And Verily, they utter an ill word and a lie. And 
verily, Allah is Oft-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving. And those who 
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make unlawful to them (their wives) (by Az-Zihar ) and wish to 
free themselves from what they uttered, (the penalty) in that 
case (is) the freeing of a slave before they touch each other. 
That is an admonition to you (so that you may not return to 
such an ill thing). And Allah is All-Aware of what you do. And 
he who finds not (the money for freeing a slave) must fast two 
successive months before they both touch each other. And for 
him who is unable to do so, he should feed 60 of the Miskeen 
(poor). That is in order that you may have perfect faith in Allah 
and His Messenger. These are the limits set by Allah. And for 
disbelievers, there is a painful torment/' 

(Qur'an 58: 1-4) 

The one who disputed was Khaulah bint Tha'labah 4 ®. She had an 
argument with her husband, Aus ibn As-Samit 4 ®, who said to her, 
"You are to me like the back of my mother (i.e., 'you are unlawful 
for me to approach')." When Khaulah 4® told the Prophet what 
her husband had said and complained about how he was treating 
her, Allah ■3s revealed the Verse: 
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"Indeed Allah has heard the statement of her that disputes 
with you concerning her husband," 

The Prophet then told her to inform her husband that he had to 
make atonement for what he said concerning her being forbidden 
upon him: "Order him to free a slave or to fast two months 
continuously." She 4b said, "He is an old man, and so he cannot 
fast." The Prophet said. 
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"Then let him feed 60 poor people Wasqan (A Wasq is a form of 
measurement) of dates." 

She 4® said, "O Messenger of Allah, he doesn't have any (dates)." 
After the Prophet ^ said he would give some dates to help for 
'Aus's atonement, Khaulah 4® promised to do the same. In 
appreciation of her generous promise, the Prophet #§ said, 
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"You have done what is right; you have done well. So go 
(now) and give it (the dates) in charity on his behalf. Then treat 
your cousin well," 

and she of course did as the Prophet ordered her to do. 

Years later, during his caliphate, 'Umar ibn Al-Khattab passed by 
an old woman. After he stopped to greet her, they started talking to 
one another. Since 'Umar 4i was the Caliph, many people would 
come to him with their problems. One man was at that moment 
standing and waiting for 'Umar to finish his conversation with 
the old woman. Becoming impatient, the man said, "O Leader of the 
Believers, you are making people wait because of this old woman!" 
'Umar 4* answered, "Woe unto you! Do you know who she is? She 
is the woman whose complaint Allah §£ heard from above the seven 
heavens. She is Khaulah bint Tha'labah 4>, regarding whom 
Allah M revealed the verse: 
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"Indeed Allah has heard the statement of her (Khaulah bint 
Tha'albah) that disputes with you (O Muhammad >g) 
concerning her husband (Aus ibn As-Samit)." 

'Umar continued: "By Allah, were she to stand (here) until the 
night, I would not part from her, except for prayer; and then I would 
return to her." 
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• "And many a township have We destroyed while it was 
given to wrongdoing," (Qur'an 22: 45) 

Though the word 'township' is used here to convey a general 
meaning, something more specific is being referred to: a castle that 
was built by Shaddad ibn 'Ad ibn Iram. 
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• "How many a town (community), that were wrongdoers, 
have We destroyed," (Qur'an 21: 11) 

It is a town called Hadur, and it is situated in Yemen. 

4® f @ ojfj yi*- 

• "So, We expelled them from gardens and springs, 
treasures, and every kind of honorable place." (Qur'an 
26: 57, 58) 

Some scholars of Tajsir maintain that this verse is referring to the Al- 
Fayum of Egypt. 'We expelled them' means: We expelled Fir'aun 
and his people from their gardens and lands that were bordered by 
flowing rivers; and We expelled them from their beautiful homes 
and from the places in which they hoarded treasures of gold and 
silver. 



• "(The Prophet sjg) frowned and turned away, because 
there came to him the blind man." (Qur'an 80: 1, 2) 

This Verse was revealed for 'Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum who 
was blind. He once went to the Messenger of Allah and said, 
"Teach me from that which Allah M has taught you." He then 
repeated this request, not knowing that the Messenger of Allah ^ 
was busy inviting important leaders of the Quraish to Islam. Not 
liking to be cut off in his speech, the Prophet #| frowned and turned 
away from 'Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum *&>. Allah M then revealed 
the Verse: "(The Prophet j|§) frowned and turned away, because 
there came to him the blind man." The Messenger of Allah would 
then say to 'Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum 
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"Welcome, O one about whom my Lord reproached me." In 
honoring him, the Prophet ^ would then extend his robe for him. 
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• "A fount of (molten) brass." 
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"And to Solomon (We subjected) the wind, it's morning (stride 
from sunrise till midnoon) was a month's (journey), and its 
afternoon (stride from the midday decline of the sun to sunset) 
was a month's (journey, i.e., in one day he could traveled two 
months' journey). And We caused a fount of (molten) brass to 
flow for him, and there were jinns that worked in front of him, 
by the Leave of his Lord, and whosoever of them turned aside 
from Our Command, We shall cause him to taste of the 
torment of the blazing Fire." 

(Qur'an 34: 12) 

Allah bestowed these blessings upon Sulaiman *-&, just as He y 
made steel soft and pliable for Dawud $a. 
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• "Give me pieces (blocks) of iron," then, when he had 
filled up the gap between the two mountain-cliffs, he 
said: "Blow," till when he had made it (red as) fire, he 
said: "Bring me molten copper to pour over it." (Qur'an 
18: 96) 

The translation of the Verse is self-explanatory: Dhul-Qarnain was 
asking for molten iron that he was going to use to make an 
impenetrable barrier between two mountain cliffs. 
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• "For the poor emigrants." 
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"And there is also a share in this booty) for the poor emigrants, 
who were expelled from their homes and their property, 
seeking Bounties from Allah and to please Him. And helping 
Allah (i.e., helping His religion) and His Messenger (Muham- 
mad i|). Such are indeed the truthful (to what they say)." 

(Qur'an 59: 8) 

They were the 'People of Suffah,' poor Muslims who migrated to Al- 
Madinah Al-Munawwarah; these Companions had neither 
homes, nor family, nor wealth. They were approximately 400 men 
who took refuge in a shaded part of the Prophet's Masjid. It is there 
that they lived and learned their religion. At meal times, the Prophet 
£§; would send groups of them to various Companions and some 
among them would eat with him 

• "Allah will try you by a river" 
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"Then when Talut (Saul) set out with the Army, he said: 
'Verily! Allah will try you by a river. So whoever drinks 
thereof, he is not of me, and whoever tastes it not, he is of me, 
except him who takes (thereof) in the hollow of his hand.' Yet, 
they drank thereof, all, except a few of them. So when he had 
crossed it (the river), he and those who believed with him, they 
said: 'We have no power this day against Jalut (Goliath) and 
his hosts.' But those who knew with certainty that they were to 
meet their Lord, said: 'How often a small group overcame a 
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mighty host by Allah's Leave?' And Allah is with As-Sabirin 
(the patient ones etc.)." 

(Qur'an 2: 249) 

The Jordan River (also known as the Shariah River), which runs 
between Palestine and Jordan, is the intended river in the above- 
mentioned Verse. 




• "The east and the west" 
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"And to Allah belong the east and the west, so whenever you 
turn yourselves or your faces there is the Face of Allah (and He 
is High above, over His Throne). Surely! Allah is All-Sufficient 
for His creatures' needs, All-Knowing." 

(Qur'an 2: 115) 




"The fools (pagans, hypocrites, and Jews) among the people 
will say, 'What has turned them (Muslims) from their Qiblah 
[prayer direction (towards Jerusalem)] to which they were 
used to face in prayer.' Say, (O Muhammad 'To Allah 
belong both, east and the west. He guides whom He wills to a 
Straight Way'." 

(Qur'an 2: 142) 
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"It is not Al-Birr (piety, righteousness, and each and every act 
of obedience to Allah, etc.) that you turn your faces towards 
east and (or) west (in prayers); but Al-Birr is (the quality of) the 
one who believes in Allah, the Last Day, the Angels, the Book, 
the Prophets and gives his wealth, in spite of love for it, to the 
kinsfolk, to the orphans, and to Al-Masakin (the poor), and to 
the wayfarer, and to those who ask, and to set slaves free, 
performs As-Salat (Prayer) ( Iqamatus-Salat ), and gives the Zakat, 
and who fulfill their covenant when they make it, and who are 
patient in extreme poverty and ailment (disease) and at the 
time of fighting (during the battles). Such are the people of the 
truth and they are Al-Muttaqun (the pious ones)." 

(Qur'an 2: 177) 


dp H 4 \ -J- 


"Have you not looked at him who disputed with Ibrahim 
(Abraham) about his Lord (Allah), because Allah had given 
him the kingdom? When Ibrahim (Abraham) said (to him): 
'My Lord (Allah) is He Who gives life and causes death.' He 
said, 'I give life and cause death.' Ibrahim (Abraham) said, 
'Verily! Allah causes the sun to rise from the east; then cause it 
you to rise from the west.' So the disbeliever was utterly 
defeated. And Allah guides not the people, who are Zalimun 
(wrongdoers, etc.)." 

(Qur'an 2: 258) 
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"Musa (Moses) said: "Lord of the east and the west, and all 
that is between them, if you did but understand!" 

(Qur'an 26: 28) 
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"He Alone is) the Lord of the east and the west. La ilaha ilia 
Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He). So take 
Him Alone as Wakil (Disposer of your affairs)." 

(Qur'an 73: 9) 

4® ifr 


"(He is) the Lord of the two easts (places of sunrise during 
early summer and early winter) and the Lord of the two wests 
(places of sunset during early summer and early winter)." 
(Qur'an 55: 17) 
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"And We made the people who were considered weak to 
inherit the eastern parts of the land and the western parts 
thereof which We have blessed. And the fair Word of your 
Lord was fulfilled for the Children of Israel, because of their 
endurance. And We destroyed completely all the great works 
and buildings which Fir'aun (Pharaoh) and his people 
erected." (Qur'an 7: 137) 
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"So I swear by the Lord of all (the 360) points of sunrise and 
sunset in the east and the west that surely We are Able." 

(Qur'an 70: 40) 

The sun, as is observable, rises from two points: a point that we can 
see in the summer; and a much further off point that we can see in 
the winter. And the same can be said about the setting of the sun. 





"Till, when (such a one) comes to Us, he says [to his Qarin 
(Satan/devil companion)] 'Would that between me and you 
were the distance of the two easts (or the east and west)' - a 
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worst (type of) companion (indeed)!" 


(Qur'an 43: 38) 
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"Lord of the heavens and of the earth, and all that is between 
them, and Lord of every point of the sun's risings. (None has 
the right to be worshiped but Allah)." 


(Qur'an 37: 5) 

North Pole 



• "Among the believers are men" 
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"Among the believers are men who have been true to their 
covenant with Allah [i.e., they have gone out for jihad (holy 
fighting), and showed not their backs to the disbelievers], of 
them some have fulfilled their obligations (i.e., have been 
martyred), and some of them are still waiting, but they have 
never changed (i.e., they never proved treacherous to their 
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covenant which they concluded with Allah) in the least." 
(Qur'an 33: 23) 

This verse was revealed for Anas ibn An-Nadr who took part in 
the Battle of Uhud (Shawwal, 3 H) but not in the Battle of Badr. 
After the latter battle was finished. Anas ibn An-Nadr said, "O 
Messenger of Allah, I was absent from the first battle you fought 
against the polytheists. By Allah, when Allah witnesses me fighting 
the polytheists, Allah will indeed see what I will do (against them)!" 
On the day of Uhud, when the Muslims were searching for the 
corpses of their martyred brothers, they came across the corpse of 
Anas ibn An-Nadr 4&. They found in him over 80 wounds, which 
were inflicted by swords, spears, and arrows. He 4& had so many 
wounds that it was difficult to recognize him; it was his sister, Ar- 
Rubayyi'a bint An-Nadr, who identified him, recognizing him by 
his fingertips. 




• "And of mankind there is he whose speech may please 
you (O Muhammad j§§) in this worldly life," (Qur'an 2: 
204) 

This Verse was revealed for Al-Akhnas ibn Shuraiq Ath-Thaqafi. He 
outwardly manifested Islam, but then, when he came across a field 
of crops and a number of donkeys that belonged to a group of 
Muslims, he set fire to the crops and slaughtered the donkeys. 
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• "... and for attracting the hearts of those who have been 
inclined (towards Islam);" 
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" As-Sadaqat (here it means Zakdt) are only for the Fuqara' 
(poor), and Al-Masakin (the poor) and those employed to 
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collect (the funds); and for attracting the hearts of those who 
have been inclined (towards Islam); and to free the captives; 
and for those in debt; and for Allah's Cause (i.e., for Mujahidin 
- those fighting in the holy wars), and for the wayfarer (a 
traveler who is cut off from everything); a duty imposed that 
Allah. And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.” 

(Qur'an 9: 60) 

The Messenger of Allah ^ gave camels to a number of Arab 
chieftains and leaders, in order to attract their hearts towards Islam. 
Among those he gave to are the following: Al-Aqra' ibn Habis At- 
Tamimi, Al-' Abbas ibn Mirdas As-Sulami, 'Uyainah ibn Hisn Al- 
Fazari, Abu Sufyan ibn Harb, Mu'awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan, Al-Harith 
ibn Hisham ibn Al-Mughirah, Hakim ibn Taliq, Khalid ibn Asid ibn 
Abil-'Ais, Sa'id ibn Yurbu' Al-Makhzumi, Safwan ibn Umayyah ibn 
Khalf Al-Jumahi, Suhail ibn 'Amr, Huwaitib ibn 'Abdul-'Uzza Al- 
'Aamiri, Hakim ibn Hizam ibn Khuwailid, Abu Sufyan ibn Al- 
Harith ibn ' Abdul-Muttalib, Malik ibn ' Auf, and Al-' Ala' ibn Jariyah 
Ath-Thaqafi. 

The Messenger of Allah gave 100 camels to each of the above, 
except for Sa'eed ibn Yurbu' and Huwaitib; he m gave these two 50 
camels each. 



• "And among them is he who says: "Grant me leave (to be 
exempted from Jihad) and put me not into trial." (Qur'an 
9:49) 

This was revealed for Al-Jadd ibn Qais, who was a hypocrite. When 
the Messenger of Allah #§ told the Muslims to get ready for the 
Battle of Tabuk, Al-Jadd said, "O Messenger of Allah, grant me 
leave to be exempted from jihad and put me not to trial of the 
Roman women as they are very beautiful.” 

im 

• "My enemies and your enemies as friends" 
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"O you who believe! Take not My enemies and your enemies 
(i.e., disbelievers and polytheists, etc.) as friends, showing 
affection towards them, while they have disbelieved in what 
has come to you of the truth (i.e., Islamic Monotheism, this 
Qur'an, and Muhammad M), and have driven out the 
Messenger (Muhammad and yourselves (from your 
homeland) because you believe in Allah your Lord! If you 
have come forth to strive in My Cause and to seek My Good 
Pleasure, (then take not these disbelievers and polytheists, etc., 
as your friends). You show friendship to them in secret, while I 
am All-Aware of what you conceal and what you reveal. And 
whosoever of you (Muslims) does that, then indeed he has 
gone (far) astray, (away) from the Straight Path. Should they 
gain the upper hand over you, they would behave to you as 
enemies, and stretch forth their hands and their tongues 
against you with evil, and they desire that you should 
disbelieve. Neither your relatives nor your children will 
benefit you on the Day of Resurrection (against Allah). He 
will judge between you. And Allah is the All-Seer of what you 
do." 

(Qur'an 60: 1-3) 

This was revealed in regards to Hatib ibn Abi Balta'ah 4», who, 
during the year 8 H, just after the Quraish had violated the terms of 
the Treaty of Al-Hudaibiyah, sent a letter to the Quraish, informing 
them that the Muslims were preparing to conquer Makkah. 
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• "And of mankind is he who would sell himself, seeking 
the Pleasure of Allah." (Qur'an 2: 207) 

This was revealed for Suhaib Ar-Rumi who, when he left 
Makkah in order to migrate to Al-Madinah, was pursued by certain 
members of the Quraish. When it became certain that they were 
going to overtake him, Suhaib got off of his mount, took out his 
bow and quiver, and said, "O people of Quraish, you indeed know 
that I am one of your best archers. By Allah, you will not reach me 
until I fire every single arrow that I have with me in my quiver, and 
then I will begin to fight with my sword. If you want, I will tell you 
where my wealth is in Makkah, but you will have to then leave me 
alone." They said, "Yes (we agree to those terms)." When Suhaib 
completed his journey and reached Al-Madinah, the Messenger of 
Allah 3 || said, "(Your) trade has been very profitable, O Abu Yahya 
(i.e., Suhaib), (your) trade has been very profitable." 

• "So they destroyed their own dwellings with their own 
hands." (Qur'an 59: 2) 

This was revealed in relation to when the people of Banu An-Nadir 
were banished from their homes in Al-Madinah. 

*** 
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"My Lord! Grant me the power and ability that I may be 
grateful for Your Favor which You have bestowed upon me 
and upon my parents, and that I may do righteous good deeds, 
such as please You; and make my offspring good. Truly, I have 
turned to You in repentance, and truly, I am one of the 
Muslims (submitting to Your Will)." 

(Qur'an 46: 15) 
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